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ABSTRACT
This paper discusses the potential possibility of applying current research findings on listener responses for the
' developmenf of more eﬂ”eéﬁve speaking instructions for the novice Japanese leamer of English.

Listener is an active entity in communication and they conjointly construct a conversation with the speaker by
sending various backchannel signals (Maynard, 1993) like “‘ah huh” and “yeah’ and by making a variety of listening
queries to the speaker (Ross, 1996). Though the listener is sometimes regarded as a passive entity in a conversation,
they sometimes take over the speaker’s “floor” (Hayashl 1996) for a brief moment and take a lead of the local
interactions like the speaker. »

For Japanese EFL learners, speaking is said to be the most challengmg learning issue (ACTFL-ALC Press, 2000),
and developing more effective speaking instructions is one of the most urgent issues to be considered. However,
looking at the current trends of English speaking instructions in Japanese high schools, many teachers administer
such high-risk communication activities (See Bennett, 2003) as speech presentation, debate and direct contact with
international students, which can eventually rather decrease learners’ learning motivation. :

To avoid this negative possibility of those communication activiﬁes, we propose in this paper that teachers should
set some introductory classes for leamers to learn how to behave in a conversation as the listener, not as the speaker,

before starting more speaker-oriented communication activities.. Listener responses in a conversation are generally
| shorter than the speaker’s utterances and learning how to speak as the listener will be more suitable for the novice

Japanese learners.
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FTELE) CEAREE, DU CHISENMEL ), [RFECBITER] LV ) ERAR L S5
AR T E LV THh 5 9,

5. BHYIZ

AR TIE BEF) OREGEEFONTTGEA B —F L JHREO AR 2> TH208, SRIORSIIR
BB EFOBNREEOAMZESEZ Y T O TR, BMEFOREHIZHETHY . HIZIE “Yes, Isee
what you mear” %> “T'm sorry, I can’t figure out what you mean” LV T RDDOREEEIRDEME TR,
X0 EE THR SOBIA e HERER R COFE L ARBIZ R 5 L E X D, ZOXSICB UL,
AE—F L T HEEOHHERE R & PORHRCERE S TH I & L FEREHE A IR L O ETo
AR L B THA D, ' '

LNALBD 6, AR TIRE L TV DIEETEHI L L DN H D L Bbhvs, #FilziE, 3E8r1T
4 FRE— D — PIEE LR L LOEBEBICSML Th b 22T E, BEFL LTSI 547
B FEF RIS D2 2 RN TERNEWVWI T2 %2EXH L, AEFELCWS & FOREEH
INZAE—FEBERET D] 2WVWHEXIT, AE—F, FA4_X—h, Fo A v g LW EE
DA 22— a AFHED S, LA ALT L OEERIRSERCE A & OBEBIIE YA EE),
FIUTHINIGERHE &\ S -3 GEATEEE O X O REERICRESNTLE S ZLichd, a5
BIOREZZNOEZH I 2=/ —3 g EENIRET 2D TH S LB X THIEORNTEA D DS,
AE—F, T4 REDAI 2=l —3 3 IENCHIARITIE AT X DE AR EHNENT 72 5
BB, ’

F7o, AR CILEAA R HBEETHIE 2 E BT LTV RWEDIZ, #ied TRESRY 72 5 TAHED
BHEFERT DI E - TND, Flzid, FERlD L O & FofREL BT 00, MZ2RA 2k
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! SST (Standard Speaking Test) X ALC & ACTFL DILFWFFEC & W 1Bk &Nz A v H E2—F A M T
%, ACTFL%3Emk L7z OPI (Oral Proficiency Interview) % FESGERIFERRE COEMPTEHL I
BRLTHY. e 23 U CEREFER SN TV, OPLWHIE (E-5-F), ##k (k-5 TF),
BR (BT, BFEND 10 BRI TODDS L, SST TIXOPLOHHE (- F) %

ML, BREBRE—IZE DTS [FE2],

[3 2] SST & OPI DEEHR

SST OPI
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SST D L~YL7p b ONTER BB A3 OV T [TV OEFEA Y —F 7T A k) (FRE
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