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Modes of Mismating (2): In the Case of “The Son’s Veto”
—— Hankering for ‘a Congenial Channel'——

Takayoshi MIYAZAKI

Abstract

.“The Son’s Veto” in Life’s Little Ironies by Thomas Hardy presents an
interesting perspective in relation with the foregoing story “An Imagina-
tive Woman”. At the end of “An Imaginative Woman”, the father-and-son
relationship is denied by the father who suspects the parenthood of his
own son, his suspicion engendered by his wife’s imagination. His wife,
Ella, is imaginative enough to fall in love with her rival poet Robert
Trewe whom she is never to see. Her passionate love for him is her
reaction to the barren marital life with her unromantic, practical husband.
Ella.is in a sense scorched to death by her own imaginative hankering for
‘a congenial channel’ with someone who has the same disposition as her.

In “The Son’s Veto”, Sophy, who was formerly a chamber-maid at the
vicarage of her native village and is now the wife of the vicar, hankers for
‘a congenial channel’ with someone of her kind; she is intrinsically ‘a child
of nature’. As the wife of the vicar, Sophy is given the duality of personal-
ity: the woman and the lady. This duality is strongly accentuated by the
vicar himself and their son who is educated to be a vicar like his father.
In this story the denial of the mother-and-son relationship is taken by the
son Randolph. His veto on the re-marriage of his mother with her former
suitor Samuel Hobson is not only a rejection of her intention, but a denial
of her essential aspect as ‘a child of nature’.

In this paper “The Son’s Veto” is analyzed from the viewpoint of the
dual aspect of the protagonists in relation with the same theme of hanker-
ing for ‘a congenial channel’ found in “An Imaginative Woman”.
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kakREE Life’s Little Ironies [ NMED/INE e R VO #E/ET & % “An Imagina-
tive Woman” [4£J28 %385 %) (. Kristin Brady 38 L Twab kI, &
DIERMEREROEFLZREMF T T LR T EAHKD,

‘An Imaginative Woman’, moved to the beginning of Life’s Little Ironies
in 1912, sets the keynote for Hardy’s conception of the volume as a whole.?
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1) Wessex Edition, Life’s Little Ironies (London: Macmillan, 1912; rpt., AMS
Press, 1984), LI, AXEDFIRIZTRTIDMICHS, |

2) Kristin Brady, The Short Stories of Thomas Hardy: Tales of Past and Present
(London: Macmillan, 1982), 98.

3) “The short stories of Hardy really constitute the neglected area of his protean
literary oevre. Although marginalized by readers and critics alike, some of these
stories are significant in representing ideas in embrio, in tentative rehearsing of
themes to be fully explored in the later novels.”, Shanta Dutta, Ambivalence in
Hardy: A Study of his Attitude to Women (London: Macmillan, 2000), 93.
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AbE, ZZIZEREIVMBOMREINEFTNTEY., Whid —T 4 RDER
DIERDTURE S BRI N T Wb, ~—T 1 DECER T, B LB U8R
ET DL D LY, ERE LT, BRmEFEUDT—=2/LH5 5, 204
DORRIEINER L LTIREDLDTHLE W) ZEeFEHTEM-TBEE -
THE»5s9, : '

HREICIND S NERATCTNORIGRIRERINZIDTH L EVHE
KiE, T4 HEOFXDEEN L bR L2 %2 L TH ) IER DIEROH
ML RBICOBEEEZ B CRARL I3 TEL W, LELA»S, RLERED
TicEH LN, FLEREF>Z2NChofERiE. ERERE LT, wbid
ANEOEZFEZZCHVEYD, ZOMHEZEDLICLTWENDTH->T, 2NED
S NWED. B2 ZOEICN 72N E— T 5 FENDOWEZ KD
ThdDPDE) 7, HLAXRREE>TWDE LT v, ZOEKRTIIES
MEOBICHEZIEHT AL LARETH S ),

(L7188 % 389 ] T3, BBOLE - 728 L KTOE & TH 5 RGO %
. FEDECREBERDENICL > THEEL, 52, LIBZEWKDFEIC
AEDEEWEHWTZRY, BADEDTHREZDLAEICL > TEINTER
ZLTLEW, LEeFEW)BFORBROBESEICE TELIRBEMENLL T
B, $VBL LSRR 2 EVWKRDZER PO E LZZOESKIZH LT, 20
#1245 < fBE&“The Son’s Veto” BT DIEER] Tl BWEENE 2 H O FHH*

HLOBEMAOMEEZBE>TWEDTH b,

II

(BB o EEEZF 72845 5% ] (a young invalid lady). Sophy
3. ZORBIZFANIIURINEANENERIC, RHE2ED S,

4) “Of the following collection the first story, ‘An Imaginative Woman, which
has hitherto stood in Wessex Tales, has been brought into this volume as being
more nearly its place, turning as it does upon a Trick of Nature, so to speak, a
physical possibility that may attach to a wife of vivid imaginings, as is well
known to medical practitioners and other observers of such manifestations. /
The two stories named ‘A Tradition of Eighteen Hundred and Four’ and ‘“The
Melancholy Hussar of the German Legion,” which were formerly printed in this
series, have been transferred to Wessex Tuales, where they more naturally
belong.”, Prefatory Note to Life’s Little Ironies, May 1912.
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To the eyes of a man viewing it from behind, the nut-brown hair was a
wonder and a mystery. Under the black beaver hat surmounted by its tuft
of black feathers, the long locks, braided and twisted and coiled like the
rushes of a basket, composed a rare, if somewhat barbaric, example of
ingenious art. One could understand such weavings and coilings being
wrought to last intact for a year, or even a calendar month; but that they
should be all demolished regularly at bedtime, after a single day of perma-
nence, seemed a reckless waste of successful fabrication.

And she had done it all herself, poor thing. She had no maid, and it was
almost the only accomplishment she could boast of. Hence the unstinted
pains. (35)

) LRHEDHIZLMALPREBEN LA ROWMEIHE AT, ZOBGEELD
W2ALBBNEBERETSH LD HAHDE)FITL BG4, A TIF“On
the Weatern Circuit” [FEEH&EIZE 0% LT THRIICH» N B /AR & EIK
DIRBEERTIEP ) Th L, JLIBEE ) RJCRoNZERL L) &, LIBE
ﬁ%mﬁ%@giih&%@%@&&m%gﬁ&waéawqflﬁaao
iz, RHEDHD, ﬁ#%ﬁzéﬁﬁ@%@%#%ﬁ@@%k%

T, HFROLETHEMERTREINSE S &2k B,

As the strains proceeded many of the listeners observed the chaired lady,
whose back hair, by reason of her prominent position, so challenged inspec-
tion. Her face was not easily discernible, but the aforesaid cunning tress-
weavings, the white ear and poll, and the curve of a cheek which was neither
flaccid nor sallow, were signals that led to the expectation of good beauty
in front. Such expectations are not infrequently disappointed as soon as the
disclosure comes; and in the present case, when the lady, by a turn of the
head, at length revealed herself, she was not so handsome as the people
behind her had supposed, and even hoped — they did not know why.

For one thing (alas! the commonness of this complaint), she was less
young than they had fancied her to be. Yet attractive her face unquestion-
ably was, and not at all sickly. (35-6)
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ERVICHIFLTZDBELZ R TA S &, FIZF I TIILL., LA EIELD
W) I HEZWPIZ LRI THUE - fF E RHOEED, EiIINR
EWNHDTEREDRIE & W\ ) FH TR ELME~DBEL L X5 TWBEDTH 5,
“To the_eyes of a man viewing it from behind”, “observed”, “inspection” &
Wol, BEICHOLLIMBEREEIZ., TOEKRTRIERICEELLATH 5,
HIZLZZRRD—HE, 20—BICL > THEINERE T IHFHFEL ») LHE
BRI, AL LTIV nITNE LMBRDOBERIC L > TEBRIZSZ v
s, MIFLLIB 2R S F88T 5 (LR %2E ) ] @ Ella o LEEREF L
LDOTHDENZBITSHYH,

COEMEY 7 45 REOBFIZEIZEATIFEL b AW, [FOHEIIMEE
Wi (EERAMTC, AL LIREITIZZ v ] (Yet attractive her face unquestion-
ably was, and not at all sickly.) & F#T 53D FORRIZ, KFAFOHIC
BEILHZWEETEH-TL, TLDED, brnWiFEYVnBoHICIIE
FNR/LIIEEZRELTWD, HDWIIF, COHOBEHDORAND—FEDREL &
—ELBEL), BOFOHDL ) T2 LD ILE, K DE OB &
W) DG TET, REFLUERK DB S DBGEAE TN 5 /RS
BHEERLTWE L WwoTHWwniEs 5,

P&, BT D/NEE - & LT TW 2B Wi, FE T L R2EERITR
BEINBEL L TMZT 225, 2088, FRoBESER L2 L D12, 4l
PO LERE [RE] L) ZEPRELRBLEL>TWE2DTH D,

He looked up at her. He had hardly ever observed her before, though he
had been frequently conscious of her soft presence in the room. What a
kitten-like, flexuous, tender creature she was! She was the only one of the
servants with whom he came into immediate and continuous relation. What
should he do if Sophy were gone? (39)

[R5] EWIHfTHICL-T, T bbbl EE2EL THE - DBZRIE TN,
SHLICHEZBRL TZDOFHBIENMH EDEEIRET L 0w F—<I3,
“Barbara of the House of Grebe” [ 7)) =7 KD/ =35 | ITBWTITEA
EMRRE TP TR 0RE L, 22 TH, £ L THO [HEEEIEH D
BETITLZDREEREE) LA TEB75 5, #hl Twycott 2. A FTi2
EAEHRLED LS /pBECDY 7 4 &, [R 5] (look up at, observe)
CERRE-T, L LAFHETOENFICIBY 74 DI FLEBIC, 20
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AR BDED BN TH 5, [KATTHDE ) %, LERHTELPWIRIES
5 ] (What a kitten-like, flexuous, tender creature she was!) &\ 4XERD
B OMGR (2, BEEEDNIFICH N L6V ENDRELT, LE2H720LE
BEMO L ) ICIRZ LA S, F BT ENERDE A Z R T W TR
FEWD, ISR 2B E L THRREMBONRL LTELL L) ITLD,
ZOB%KE LREBER 2 ETLNTH L, TIICELWEIDE, KRTLH D,
WRERAIANLZ v FTRPNTWEY, TNV 74128 ->TIE [SE
7 dEE B | (her little tragi-comedy, 37) ThH b &) FEZHRBEIZ, ©
LA LDEEZRDO A IME L ER EFEN LT RELZECERLTWE E WIS
59, dHiI2FD [EZER] v ZEMEER. EOHFRICERD A £ 2R
70 TBSRDT] (achild of nature, 43) V7 4 &) “HEDHX» &, EHH
AN 2RI T AR LB _HEDOBE LRI L TN TH 5L,
BEF R 74 2y MTE-T, V74 LDOFEIX. H2ZERZERL TV,

Mr. Twycott knew perfectly well that he had committed social suicide by
this step, despite Sophy’s spotless character, and he had taken his measures
accordingly. (40)

ZLTHEDEL2AREE. V71 0FREEMAHE Z BN, London &\ 5
HLENDPIZHEZELL W) DTH b,

An exchange of livings had been arranged with an acquaintance who was
incumbent of a church in the south of London, and as soon as possible the
couple removed thither, abandoning their pretty country home, with trees
and shrubs and glebe, for a narrow, dusty house in a long, straight street,
and their fine peal of bells for the wretchedest one-tongued clangour that
ever tortured mortal ears. It was all on her account. They were, however,
away from every one who had known her former position; and also under
less observation from without than they would have had to put up with in
any country parish. (40-1)

| CHUE, V742 - Tid. AERTHREEED/DNEEVWTH - 72wyl
. T bbidentity 28T, BEFNFEE LTHOABICEEINELLI LT
Hb, TDET, v Frinwi i, MxioBEN AE»ESL, ARFE
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TDEMDEAS P HECANERD THFETH LS, HEIDERIZE - T
%@ﬂ%é&%%&@f%%cﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁkmb‘E%@ﬁkﬁ@b@@é‘
R ZHZOVDIEALIORFE~NEERLTCLEI L 2E2E. b7y
2y P OEHEIZ, RAICL, FOREIIERFOKET 2 BIRDF T T
étﬁ&T:té?%éﬁ%io%@DVFV”@A%BTtw5Cku Y
AZE ST, REE KR, Sl L WEOTEEZ . 50 0Di& 5 4T & OFEHEE
% T TEELENDLIETLH D,

Sophy the woman was as charming a partner as a man could possess,
though Sophy the lady had her deficiencies. She showed a natural aptitude
for little domestic refinements, so far as related to things and manners; but
in what is called culture she was less intuitive. She had now been married
more than fourteen years, and her husband had taken much trouble with her
education; but she still held confused ideas on the use of ‘was’ and ‘were’,
which did not beget a respect for her among the few acquaintances she
made. Her great grief in this relation was that her only child, on whose
education no expense had been and would be spared, was now old enough to
perceive these deficiencies in his mother, and not only to see them but to feel
irritated at their existence. (41)

[#% ] (the woman) & LTV 7 4 H4KEHICE > TH LD L WHEBTH Y
6, [Lv7 4] (thelady) LTHY 7413, bbb [#3#&] (culture)
NDET, BLZRELIIVPELS. EEECOETH T ML CHEAXINT 5
Lt wv, FBOBIHIRERLSNTV5 K512, HEIDBF & LTH5%%
BERZITIELNTVWEHELNEF Randolph TE 24, BEY 74 D% L
ZAREICTIL L 2R A 92k ), 2, BETOBE TR SN L EHD
SEEBECITHTIHL DBLVRENLBYE S THWENTH D,

‘He have been so comfortable these last few hours that I am sure he
cannot have missed us,” she replied.

‘Has, dear mother — not have!’ exclaimed the public-school boy, with an
impatient fastidiousness that was almost harsh. ‘Surely you know that by
this time!’

His mother hastily adopted the correction, and did not resent his making
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it, or retaliate, as she might well have done, by bidding him to wipe that
crumby mouth of his, whose condition had been caused by surreptitious
attempts to eat a piece of cake without taking it out of the pocket wherein
it lay concealed. After this the pretty woman and the boy went onward in
silence. (37)

(] THY, ThTvF4 ]l TLdbhidhbnwy 74143, RTH L4
742y POZHEMTERMLTW2ERN 2, KPLFEILEZSHEIINDE
FSRAT7OHIER LRMLTWB LW 57555, BN T (achild
of nature, 43) TH BV 7 413, 4 & DFEHBIC L > THEIA—V T 1 & L
THOEREZRRIEE ST, 60, A7 LBRERICEBEDEZ
HLF7DIC, FORTFIRAEIDLVWEE L LRI L S hwEwy, ZED
THEREOENTWEIDTH L, [THDEI %, L TERLPWIR] (a
kitten-like, flexuous, tender creature, 39) TH Y [4] (the woman, 41) T
H5V7 4 DMED, HETNT7 43y FEFEFEHEBNLELCLDLDOTH
HUNY L, BYTFREZ2OBEZERNE LTy FE LW 589 G ED
IIANGERTHEHEDSD, tT7r a2y FOZENE T4bLBEETHY . BR
FETHDHE W) HEHEERRLTWS, T FA 7 EFE2EXL LW
IITE, FRIEEIGENL SN TP LTI LD FIDRRETH S ) 2%,
FNiTEE. BEXERy  PRETILICE > THBFIE-> T AEEFIE. X
BOTHEEZLICHLEDLLNDEEZLZLLTESL, HEEWTIE. K
by ORI ENETFIR. VT4 ZDLDEDTH D, [KITHD Y 7 4
YRE7 42y FEOBMR. FLTED [K] THEY 74 h64Fh, B8
LTV 74 2#bNTWETHET v P 7 L DRRIEZ, HEFTH D L\
HEHEEICE - T, FIEFEHRINTVEERLTIENTEEIEAH, £
3. BETHY 74 OWEPLEI I LNTEL, BRI LELENEL VY
e DA HIE AR T HHAFF L. BlCHE > TRONTCHIZEZ TLE IR
HANOKRLEEDBERTHH 5, ,

V74 DRIZRIGWESG, %) WHE 2 7 VE—R IS 2 NE & -2
B, RET7 43y M, BRICKEEZHBLASGOEELZTE 2RYRE D
Y55, LPALLHS, B3P0 BfFCni sl e TETIC, SEE
DBHLITL-T, fHICEFINRBEbL - EEE2EDICLTLEY, 2D
BIRTIE, FHZ o P73, #9 L2 BRI NICELKDTA T T4 7
A DEHMTLHA) BTFE2ERTYy PZIELTI-ZFN) EENEHH, WET
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LU ETNRET T2 I e T 2 8kI3. b TEE L, UB»
LRI EEDONBER—EMEL BRI TIEBELTBY, VY7412
HbINLRKEL W _HECHTIRRE LG >TWEDTH L, 72 kL7
3. BT EANDEFOAOT, BEY 74 DEEECZ EOLLETLINT
HHFP, FOWNTIE, BRI CHEB LI TCRBEAMEINELZIBZES L1 5,
DL EBEPAROBGANEIFLE ) ET2LEAZRLTHSED L L,
BEDTAT T A TATNEZDEND—THDLENSTH S,

11

TS L FA 713, B 2EEOTFASL LWERAS. THES 2 LWoO0
PHESTLESTVD,

Somehow, her boy, with his aristocratic school-knowledge, his grammars,
and his aversions, was losing those wide infantine sympathies, extending as
far as to the sun and moon themselves, with which he, like other children,
‘had been born, and which his mother, a child of nature herself, had loved in
him; he was reducing their compass to a population of a few thousand

others who did not interest him at all. He drifted further and further way
from her. (42-3)

[HDIER» 7T 5 L3k | (those wide infantine sympathies) # -
TEFNZETDTZ P 7id, 208408 B#ADF] (a child of nature)
THEREY 74 683N DB, 210, BB Towhidk, [FE£EnBK] (a
congenial channel)®ZNDTH b, T FAT7DELIZ. [IFADT L ALETL
P WBETE G 2R -7 Lo A2 | (a population of a few thou-
sand wealthy and titled people, the mere veneer of a thousand million or so
of others) (ZLmiT 6Ty, ZofdEmEE, HEioFe LThTh, #
DEEH S EBENDE LS LI BE L RINIREICL > T2
MALE LT WS, £ L72IRIC, Jude the Obscure (2833 5 HORENIGIE

5) “An Imaginative Woman”, Wessex Edition, Life’s Little Ironies (London:
Macmillan,1912; rpt., AMS Press, 1984), 7.
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Td 5Tt little Father Time D+ R 52 & 3 T&x 5L, “A Tragedy of
Two Ambitions” [ 72O DT LR | ICBBT 5LV DR F2ELAS bt
TRHBZIELTELY, L2 E)KIT, LBICE->TEEKINEHY S
NIEREFECIETOBEEEEZLLEY P78V 74 DEAITIE.
FIc LB ML FOROWHETH L L RATI LN TESESS, (KE LIZBT
DEFREMRFL LTSS, 2 AV T7PMOKITARBER, BBY 74 DT A7
YT 4T 4T RIEMETH Y. A0 BEREOREOW LT LNTH
5, iz E /. BomEz51<ED. BHGEBEDTA T T4 7 4 DI EAR
XTHH 5, '

vV

e FUyTELTVY 74103, FEAVDIZLAELL, HFDED 2 F
DBEP L@ RO TEITITOLUN LWERRE S, [BROFITH
AU DB WIE. BHHODEINIHNED 2w EW)I LDTH S,

Foreseeing his probable decease long years before her, her husband in his
lifetime had purchased for her use a semi-detached villa in the same long,
straight road whereon the church and parsonage faced, which was to be hers
as long as she chose to live in it. Here she now resided, looking out upon the
fragment of lawn in front, and through the railings at the ever-flowing
traffic; or, bending forward over the window-sill on the first floor, stretch-
ing her eyes far up and down the vista of sooty trees, hazy air, and drab
house-facades, along which echoed the noises common to a suburban main
thoroughfare. (42)

Her life became insupportably dreary; she could not take walks, and had
no interest in going for drives, or, indeed, in travelling anywhere. Nearly
two years passed without an event, and still she looked on that suburban
road, thinking of the village in which she had been born, and whither she
would have gone back — O how gladly! — even to work in the fields.

Taking no exercise she often could not sleep, and would rise in the night

6) “.. Get away, you poor little brat! You are nothing to me!””, 30-1.
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or early morning to look out upon the then vacant thoroughfare, where the
lamps stood like sentinels waiting for some procession to go by. (43)

T 2T, BT A 2Bk 2 AMORIE— 02 v ERO MBI R 2 5
AR DIIMHL I ETHHA I, V7 4 DB NI HRETDORPERHAREL TL
NTWILZEKP LD BEL LD TH Y, BIICRZE RN~ ET 5E]
(suburban road) ®° [Ki@ Y | (thoroughfare) |3, ¥BEHED, H 5\ 2[FEF
BREDITEEFES R TH L, EHIFEINBE-TH. $50-BE2Nn208iAA0H
BANERLTEI>TWBDTH D,

CORIMRT Bk E, BHEH, BERZILECBALZHMEEI TG 2
YR e =T DHBIZEP > THELIDTH LD, 59 LIkRIZ. HEEK
TlE, BFZ2ER7y MCBELEHLL LT OLESTRROIGEATENTW S
YRNTDELELDBIES), B Frin)#ieid, Berhh e LTH%
LS AR DAL L LT, FOERELZ LRICEL LR S L, AXB L
W) BRI ARIOBRCRATENCHE T 5. BERMEER S L ToOHE L 0B |
S 51T THR] (nature) DB D %2 RLTHBYW A & TET, &iF
YDy - E LTHELENT WS LT, BEHADBIf2 % RN Z

DEARN L BEALAEEHEIIDEB/LVDOTHS, ZNUIRDOREETHIE, RE
Rk SN2 L HELOBY») | MELBRLOBEXNTLHA I,

An approximation to such a procession was indeed made early every
morning about one o’clock, when the country vehicles passed up with loads
of vegetables for Covent Garden market. She often saw them creeping along
at this silent and dusky hour — waggon after waggon, bearing green

7) WFLED [ N7-8] (o= RkEMoOHR] GEHRMBRAFE | /K. IF/51
), 148—73,

8) Cf. “Then (=in the Middle Ages) the church was the center of city life, not
only topographically, but morally as well. It was the church that made and
enforced the laws by which city life was ordered. By the nineteenth century,
however, a heritage of Renaissance humanism, seventeenth century empiricism,
and eighteenth century rationalism exploded in an industrialism that changed
the face and manner of city life.”, Marilyn Thomas Faulkenburg, Church, City,
and Labyrinth in Bronté, Dickens, Hardy, and Butor (New York: Peter Lang
Publishing, Inc., 1993), 1-2.
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bastions of cabbages nodding to their fall, yet never falling, walls of baskets
enclosing masses of beans and peas, pyramids of snow-white turnips, sway-
ing howdahs of mixed produce — creeping along behind aged night-horses,
who seemed ever patiently wondering between their hollow coughs why
they had always to work at that still hour when all other sentient creatures
were privileged to rest. Wrapped in a cloak, it was soothing to watch and
sympathize with them when depression and nervousness hindered sleep, and
to see how the fresh green-stuff brightened to life as it came opposite the
lamp, and how the sweating animals steamed and shone with their miles of
travel. _

They had an interest, almost a charm, for Sophy, these semirural people
and vehicles moving in an urban atmosphere, leading a life quite distinct
from that of the daytime toilers on the same road. One morning a man who
accompanied a waggon-load of potatoes gazed rather hard at the house-
fronts as he passed, and with a curious emotion she thought his form was
familiar to her. She looked out for him again. His being an old-fashioned
conveyance, with a vellow front, it was easily recognizable, and on the third
night after she saw it a second time. The man alongside was, as she had
fancied, Sam Hobson, formerly gardener at Gaymead, who would at one
time have married her. (43-4)

29 L2REORBENTINC, V7 4 1312 L A ¥R ] (almost a charm)
2L, BILETHY L6, ZIRITERH [BHOFHEHE B LI134<
B EEAZELBITHED AN 2R EH ] (these semirural people and vehicles
moving in an urban atmosphere, leading a life quité distinct from that of the
daytime toilers on the same road) I2{2. V7 14 &) KD LREFHSF
DEEIFRMINTEN, ZNDBHDN 2+ -> THRIZHIF~NDFEL # 1§ & 51
T5DThH b,

%95 L2 BBIATATHEERD 5 Y 7 4 DRIC, E A HETEE T/ RE#E >
2LTWzE, HLITRE L2 & DH 5 Samuel Hobson 5L H|/5, HD
IR, TBRDF] THhBHY 7140, [BA] ORBUMZT 670w, KIS, 3K
LoD, 2L THZ2AL2AT [BH] DubIFEELOTHY) . HikE W)
BEEICE T, REL LT THR] 20FFETHLEY 74 23T _FHL
2o TEwv, A« Rm 7Y rOLRIORRED [ER] (gardner) Th 72
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ZEiZH, BRYPDH S, HENEEZ [BR] CmT 20 LMEITLL 5
3. ORI E L THOHERIE, Z205RT 2572200 DOBERERICAIET
2 ERLETIETE, ZHERELEINY 74 b [HBoRK] i
LBLDTHD, LR, EBHZERDIATYH, vy F BN O TS
FIRBRDOEZEAL L > TWwaY, REMIZZDFICHLENTWLIERIIED
STEWEWDTH 5,

He briefly explained his own presence on the scene. He had long since
given up his gardening in the village near Aldbrickham, and was now
manager at a market-gardener’s on the south side of London, it being part
of his duty to go up to Covent Garden with waggon-loads of produce two or
three times a week. In answer to her curious inquiry, he admitted that he
had come to this particular district because he had seen in the Aldbrickham
paper, a year or two before, the announcement of the death in South London
of the aforetime vicar of Gaymead, which had revived an interest in her
dwelling-place that he could not extinguish, leading him to hover about the
locality till his present post had been secured. (45)
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He showed a more manly anger now, but would not agree. She on her side
was more persistent, and he had doubts whether she could be trusted in his
absence. But by indignation and contempt for her taste he completely
maintained his ascendancy; and finally taking her before a little cross and
altar that he had erected in his bedroom for his private devotions, there
bade her kneel, and swear that she would not wed Samuel Hobson without
his consent. ‘I owe this to my father! he said.

The poor woman swore, thinking he would soften as soon as he was
ordained and in full swing of clerical work. But he did not. His education
had by this time sufficiently ousted his humanity to keep him quite firm;
though his mother might have led an idyllic life with her faithful fruiterer
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and greengrocer, and nobody have been anything the worse in the world.
(51)
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From the railway-station a funeral procession was seen approaching: it
passed his door and went out of the town towards the village of Gaymead.
The man, whose eyes were wet, held his hat in his hand as the vehicles
moved by; while from the mourning coach a young smooth-shaven priest in
a high waistcoat looked black as a cloud at the shopkeeper standing there.
(52)
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