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On Analogies of “the Chain of Being

Hitoko YAMADA

Abstract

Philosophers and biologists have compared our world to various images,
like “a net,” “a map,” “a ladder,” “a chain,” or “a flourishing tree.” These
analogies have helped them to think about this world of nature, and have
helped their readers to understand their theories.

However, “one image” does not always mean “one and the same the-
ory.” An image allows for different interpretations and lets the readers
think of some new theories. And sometimes these new theories need new
different images. In analogy, there are interactions between what is to be
described and what is used to describe.

This paper explores the interactions between the theories of nature
which are called “the chain of being” and the images used to represent
them, and investigates the functions of analogy in general.
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rivetted to the throne of GOD, divides itself into innumerable diverg-

ing branches, which, like the nerves arising from the brain, permeate

the most minute and most remote extremities of the system, diffusing
motion and sensation to the whole. As every cause is superior in
power to the effect, which it has produced, so our idea of the power
of the Almighty Creator becomes more elevated and sublime, as we

trace the operations of nature from cause to cause, climbing up the

links of these chains of being, till we ascend to the Great Source of

all things. (E. Darwin, pp.532-533)
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since the earth began to exist, perhaps millions of ages before the
commencement of the history of mankind, would it be too bold to

imagine, that all warm-blooded animals have arisen from one living
filament, which THE GREAT FIRST CAUSE endued with animality,
with the power of acquiring new parts, attended with new propen-

sities, directed by irritations, sensations, volitions, and associations;
and thus possessing the faculty of continuing to improve by its own
inherent activity, and of delivering down those improvements by
generation to its posterity, world without end! (Ibid., p.505)
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TABLEAU
Servant & montrer Uorigine des différens
animaux.
Vers. Infusoires.
. Polypes,
Radiaires.
" Tasecics.

. Arachnides.
Annelides. Crustacés.
Cirrhipédes.

Mollusques.
Poissons.
Reptiles.
Oiseaux.

Monotrémes. .
M. Amphibics.

. M. Cétacés.

. M. Ongulés.
M. Onguiculés.

Cette série d'animaux commengant par deux

(Lamarck, p.463)
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(1 Degradation et simplification de I'organisation d'une extrémité a I’
autre de la Chaine animale, en procédant du plus composé vers le plus
simple (Ibid., p.130)
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N5, 2FNEEMNICEEL IO LB LN W [EF] EE L 2
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(17 L’usage qui s’est introduit, et que 'on a suivi jusqu’a ce jour, de
mettre en téte du régne animal les animaux les plus parfaits, et de
terminer ce régne par les plus imparfaits et les plus simples en

- organisation, doit son origine, d'une part, a ce penchant qui nous fait
toujours donner la préférence aux objets qui nous frappent, nous
plaisent ou nous intéressent le plus; et de 'autre part, a ce que I'on a
préféré de passer du plus connu en s’avancant vers ce qui lest le
moins. (Ibid., p.270)
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