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Modes of Mismating (3): The Case of “On the Western Circuit”
—Hankering for ‘a Congenial Channel’ —

Takayoshi MIyAzZAKI

Abstract

“On the Western Circuit” in Life’s Little Ironies by Thomas Hardy
presents an interesting perspective in relation with the story “An
Imaginative Woman”: In “An Imaginative Woman” Ella Marchmill is
imaginative enough to fall in love with her rival poet Robert Trewe
who is never to meet her. Her passionate love for him is the reaction to
the barren marital life with her unromantic, practical husband. Elia is
in a sense scorched to death by her own imaginative hankering for ‘a
congenial channel’ with someone who has the same disposition with
her. .

In “On the Western Circuit” Mrs. Harnham is in the same situation
with Ella ; influenced by the belief of the parent, she has consented to
marry the elderly wine-merchant as a pis aller, at the age of seven-and-
twenty to find afterwards that she has made a mistake ; the marriage
contract has left her still a woman whose deeper nature has never
been stirred. Her protégée Anna, who is illiterate, comes to know
Charles Bradford Raye at the fair in Melchester ; he is an end-of-the-
age young man who lives in London and a stuff-gownsman going the
Western Circuit. Raye sets his eyes on this beautiful girl whom he be-
lieves to be ‘a fairer product of nature’ found in the country far away
from the City. Their relation deepens as they correspond by letter, as
Anna’s letters make deep impression on Raye. However, her letters
are written in her name by Mrs. Harnham who takes great care not to
lead Anna to misery.

On account of Anna’s personal condition Mrs. Harnham hastens and
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succeeds in getting Raye marry with Anna in London. After the mar-
riage Raye comes to know the whole truth. He and Mrs. Harnham find
that ironically enough a true ‘congenial channel’ is made up through
letter-writing between them.

In this paper “On the Western Circuit” is analyzed from the view-
point of the ironical relationship with the protagonists in terms of the
same theme of hankering for ‘a congenial channel’ with that in “An
Imaginative Woman.”

I

¥IMREE Life’s Little Ironies [ NAED/NEER] 124748 517> Hardy B 512
EBFXLPS [ 2507, “An Imaginative Woman” [%]48 %8 9 4| 75,
CDMEMEDBEEMAL DD E KRBT L2 X - T, Kristin Brady d## L T
WA X, ENSZOERESKROERN T RENITTVDE ERATI LD
RAHY DT EFBEIZBRRTE 722 T H 5D, “On the Western Circuit”

[PEERREFH DE E] L ORICIZE > T, ZORIIIFE IR . HiREOE
iZd B (W] (Ironnies) DK ELFEDPV LS5 TL B,

BLDOFETDE, WHITMAR LO@EKS, BEICLoTER SN TY X5
PRI & W ) IR LI E L ORIEIC X o TEHEFICER/ EN D L v ) HF
3, BLEN—TAOWCBEZOMFITIEILTREL LV E VS TIWES
Vo TOMMELARDOI L LEZ, BEOKBSOHEE R-T, 200EDKH

1) “Of the following collection the first story, ‘An Imaginative Woman,” which has
hitherto stood in Wessex Tales, has been brought into this volume as being more
nearly its place, turning as it does upon a Trick of Nature, so to speak, a physical
possibility that may attach to a wife of vivid imaginings, as is well known to
medical practitioners and other observers of such manifestations. /The two
stories named ‘A Tradition of Eighteen Hundred and Four’ and ‘The Melancholy
Hussar of the German Legion,” which were formerly printed in this series, have
been transferred to Wessex Tales, where they more naturally belong.”, Prefatory
Note to Life’s Little Ironies, May 1912.

2) “‘An Imaginative Woman’, moved to the beginning of Life’s Little Ironies in 1912,
sets the keynote for Hardy’s conception of the volume as a whole.”, Kristin
Brady, The Short Stories of Thomas Hardy : Tales of Past and Present (London:
Macmillan, 1982), 98.
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ARBRCHLEBROFICE % B L 72 “For Conscience’ Sake” [E.Low 2 12] @
Millborne t&, “The Son’s Veto” [ BT DEE] O Sophy 2°E - Randolph
Lo THIE2IEGE SN X910, BT HEZ 2K O Frances 12 € D JFEH
IZLOREERIRESR, FSCRLOZIC, BOLEECHEL, HHIZERT
HSDEEZHEC S 2B LD THb, ROMWRDbD/-HA 2 T
WLBLOFBETO X, AFTOMBOEED -0, HFHEORBLH, HU
DERFRPEZEEEE LV, HEAVEIBEESE /B LVEV), EAKY DL
ABRARLEHREL W F ) REBRIL, GUHEE., MARLOBZOKEUT>&&w
5L DOARTMRS 2D TRVBEBONS LAG Vv, ZLTELIT, WEWT
FHLEB OB 2EE2HZRLTRERVELLED LT, BHRSPERDEW
EV o ARG O ATESIL, PP TENIVNSLERERAZFECH, £ LTHE
WEoTIIRELEBNFEELTCLIIDELVWRALALH, £ND5. ABD
HHREE)LTCHRBET LI EDNTELN—T A DR LD TH S,

I

IS VW) LD, DIEIRHOCEHOTFREL DB Lo TWAH T LI,
Edith Harnham OB W59 T ENTE B, Kild, 2TEDORFICHEDOED
TRUZBIHBBEL VI FRICHER LT ERVDTH 5,

Edith Harnham led a lonely life. Influenced by the belief of the British parent
that a bad marriage with its aversions is better than free womanhood with its -
interests, dignity, and leisure, she had consented to marry the elderly
wine-merchant as a pis aller, at the age of seven-and-twenty — some three
years before this date — to find afterwards that she had made a mistake. That
contract had left her still a woman whose deeper nature had never been
stirred. (125) ¥

ZOEFIT, (LM% IE ) %] @ Ella Marchmill £ 381 TWwb, BL £ Jane
Austen 572 &9 et b LR FHIEIEDRRERZZHICE T
IBEEFOED L) REETIE 2, B %z, BOMYLZE# LBD VD

-3 ) Wessex Edition, Life’s Little Ironies (London : Macmillan, 1912 ; rpt., AMS Press,
1984), AT, AXHO5IHIZMERDED, XTI DMRICHS,
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W5 [ L\vt] (new woman) OEHEICT TR —T 14 A7z HIZABITNE
b 7B IE BANE [Filwk] 25055 %7-<FLWITEIh L.
FENELZEL L) AR EECHEIIE B LTI R W, F0 E T,
T, [ELEEEVI L DI LA ATEEX DT S| (She was what
is called an interesting creature rather than a handsome woman, 114-5) 2
BELWLTHY ., EOML L BHIIZIEIS LA 9 Charles Bradford Raye %
F LI EALERIZBOW TR L TERLEE T %> (no great man,
in any sense, by the way, 109) W olfhEXX, 29 VALY FHOEVNAY
LAOIIR B BT L ER LB 2 MR AR b TN EE2RLT
WHDTIHb, EHE) LIcvblIWEF B Rt OfHEL, B5345oTR
TRVAR L THSL2) LB ELOBRMEL V) b0, HEIHESEE
eEOCBRELOAEREIVEFRKOMBE T E L EEETES
2590 €9 LT, WiEOWMOERIH -EZ8IE. EHICHEEOPIED
LEREBNOF 2R/, BEOWEFHEL B CHELRZELEI D
ZEWVvoTH Lwy,

TE DE ) K EDAMBLFFIBEGIC, i, N—F LKA TT ERBIC
BERBIZEL>TnD, 2D BT LTV L WEBEOELIZEY . Sy B
SCHZIMTAIELOLRIT, IRERBOBEL 2O CTHR I 280120
e~ ROBERE %> TwbY,

c4) T2, IBFEMIES LA-BHCRMEHCHE Y. 2R 5 [#HrLvik] (new
woman) DE% LI\ ZERGLELI EVNHLEBETELD Ly, LA L
oo, TANB=8%] L32HMOAMPLERIIKBOEZMITA T LI =X
L LR FRA N EY Z A LADKIFOBHEEEZ I IZRWEFHI2h, HFHN
LRHECEHCZ AR L) ETALTHFIZME D DIBIBICXR S h T s i
THbH, H Johnlvy E VI BORY A - IZE W FEEWLOPRELTY
BV BEEOTEDEPNTOIRE T BEINICER L 22, i,
SLHFEEL R, FEEBRLET I —-REOFHLOBBICAZT VDT
Hhol. HiFw [AH)EVLEEOERE  [LJEEE) ] o4 — LKoo
HEROT— | [SFEXt EERFREREER] (5 8%., 2001462 H). 18-
O, B, 7. A=Hr - J - ~vrwrv, &HHEF () R [Very—&
Al CRE: KAFRE, 1995). 8. 22/,

5) WFZER, TH»h-&]), Tov v idEmoit ] G AgE = B
HM514E) | 148-73, F-HHEF BE~OKTL] (HEBRFLME : 4
B, 1988) b RKWIIEBEII% 5, :
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The square was overlooked from its remoter corner by the house of which
the young girl had spoken, a dignified residence of considerable size, having
several windows on each floor. Inside one of these, on the first floor, the apart-
ment being a large drawing-room, sat a lady, in appearance from twenty-eight
to thirty years of age. The blinds were still undrawn, and the lady was absently
surveying the weird scene without, her cheek resting on her hand. The room
was unlit from within, but enough of the glare from the market-place entered it
to reveal the lady’s face. She was what is called an interesting creature rather
than a handsome woman ; dark-eyed, thoughtful, and with sensitive lips. (114-5)

[BEHT, WEWIIELY BzttomZ 9 &% L72] (dark-eyed, thoughtful,
and with sensitive lips) fEZid, WHICEE E LTHEET HAH L VWEFOMER
%, BROOONREEZEE LTRO TS, HLORZHAEEZEL {IEHEH,
LT NB LI BBMLVWE, BEOBMEHNLIBENERZERL I ) ITHLK
DTVWEDTHb, ZOBWIIK L THEOKIE, EXOAEZNPELTHT
EDTEAHBTIER . '

..., she had consented to marry the elderly wine-merchant as a pis aller, at the
age of seven-and-twenty — some three years before this date —to find
afterwards that she had made a mistake. That contract had left her still a
woman whose deeper nature had never been stirred. (125)

She wished she had married a London man who knew the subtleties of
love-making as they were evidently known to him who had mistakenly
caressed her hand. (118)

L2 Lahs, RAIFELOLYFCABEZEZHN LTI NLEETEIRWE
W2, BLIEFORIZE > THADEFEVFRESNTWEDTH L, BHT
BHEELHBEOSEBECOR)EZHULIZDE [BFOEE] O, 7Y v s
AT —VOFEETHLBEBTF T FVTIZLTH, BHY 71 —2BlFEEF R
AHALTORELTHES-TBY, FOZLE3AHERIC LN I oF 0 LR
ry FOFRDET R 2 HES>TERTVWLLRIZIRINTWES,

‘He have been so comfortable these last few hours that I am sure he cannot
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- have missed us,” she replied. ,

‘Has, dear mother — not have!” exclaimed the public-school boy, with an
impatient fastidiousness that was almost harsh. ‘Surely you know that by this
time!’

His mother hastily adopted the correction, and did not resent his making it,
or retaliate, as she might well have done, by bidding him to wipe that crumby
mouth of his, whose condition had been caused by surreptitious attempts to eat
a piece of cake without taking it out of the pocket wherein it lay concealed.
After this the pretty woman and the boy went onward in silence. (37)

[4JBZBE) K] OLFIZLTD, HBOUBEELHLILETEZETWS
KIZEoT, TOHEDODHEAFOEBERILEESNTVLIDTHE, 29H) L7
CEERZZNE, S OFAEBBRITOPICFBICHL THRALZDDTH LA
bh b,

N=F LARADPEET L EORMEA ML LEOHICLTL, Z0HLRIHE
Lo TEFDEEFEORBEZRINTVBEDTHE, O LIZ JETDIER|
ICHI I TV B, HTENICHSE 2 5 BRI T~ F RO~ —7 v b
IEIENTL AHRDVEBMIIE L TWEL EVZ A5,

An approximation to such a procession was indeed made early every morning
about one o’clock, when the country vehicles passed up with loads of vegeta-
bles for Covent Garden market. She often saw them creeping along at this
silent and dusky hour — waggon after waggon, bearing green bastions of cab-
bages nodding to their fall, yet never falling, walls of baskets enclosing masses
of beans and peas, pyramids of snow-white turnips, swaying howdahs of mixed
produce — creeping along behind aged night-horses, who seemed ever pa-
tiently wondering between their hollow coughs why they had always to work
at that still hour when all other sentient creatures were privileged to rest.
Wrapped in a cloak, it was soothing to watch and sympathize with them when
depression and nervousness hindered sleep, and to see how the fresh green-stuff
brightened to life as it came opposite the lamp, and how the sweating animals
steamed and shone with their miles of travel. (43-4 )

N T ARNE, R E o TIEBELE ) BVRd, EFEEBEL TR
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TVBIEr, ZLTLIAROMLKOPRELLDFL T Lo TRADIL
. BBLTIRVAV, 29 LEEE 2 LUSBRORE L L AT, BRI
W YEOHEOH Anna EFEIBETHI LD, HALHEL W) PRI SN
2, L LAl L THbYA I EOTERVENRY #3727 A MILT
RAADIE, UWROFERLBVZLDTH 5,

HWkEER DD 5 H Melchester &, ZZOKEDOHICHIR L E L TR »
P ETIE. FAROFEELEEL WD L T T EOBFEE, FLTNHN—F 4
FANEDEBREZFOTIRHRL TVBEEEDH L,

COVERDS, LA & e DER | (the end-of-the-age young man, 118)
LT, RKRICREZRELTHZ LICEE®RI SS9, KD, B W
b oo U~y EROBMIZETINTY v ZRICEZ MWD 2 L H3HK
L0, FrE, LA, HHVEELHLOBLTREDNLDLZ DL D
CEBY D, Vo L AMBEI SN T, FEABICH LB, ERXRB LK D&,
WIZED, BLEFEREMELEN)IZETHAH, ZOEKRT, VDLV
PPEIHPREED D PHBEZEEEE TV L0, Bl LMEEORERT
bbb,

He might have searched Europe over for a greater contrast between juxta-
posed scenes. The spectacle was that of the eighth chasm of the Inferno as to
colour and flame, and as to mirth, a development of the Homeric heaven. A
smoky glare, of the complexion of brass-ilings, ascended from the fiery
tongues of innumerable naphtha lamps affixed tb booths, stalls, and other
temporary erections which crowded the spacious market-square. In front of
this irradiation scores of human figures, more or less in profile, were darting
athwart and across, up, down, and around, like gnats against a sunset. (109-
10)

N—F AR, BOOHRIEIAINTIANGHETE L koL
XiZ, VAT FOFELEEECL TN—FLRADFLZEEL-ZLITL
D LA bR IR L ZALREY LTRSS Z L6 % LI,
FENTTVFOFELBONIATNHN—FL2EAOFL2EET 2EENVIL, 70O
FEFROREICLAEENANLED S Lo Ty,

N—FLFAF., COFE, VAIFZRBONEEINZEDPL, TV T
DREZTHY HH 6, e LTHEZITHT 2B E»ENT, Dhd




78 OOk &

SRR E LA L TR,

‘How did they get to know each other, I wonder? she mused as she
retreated. ‘Anna is really very forward — and he very wicked and nice.’ |

She was so gently stirred with the stranger’s manner and voice, with the
tenderness of his idle touch, that instead of re-entering the house she turned
back again and observed the pair from a screened nook. Really she argued
- (being little less impulsive than Anna herself) it was very excusable in Anna to
encourage him, however she might have contrived to make his .acquaiﬁtance ;
he was so gentlemanly, so fascinating, had such beautiful eyes. The thought _
that he was several years her junior produced a reasonless sigh. (116- 7)

HMARINDEFL LT, )DbRNEFEMNOCREE LERSENTF2EHET L L
VW IEM, TEMEE, BESPHE L 0B EEL LSS L FNEIERL T
WATEREELR S, £ LTNHA—F 2FRAD, fRITH L TH Bl Iﬁxf?
T & | (wicked and nice, 116) &\ B&A8IX, Macheth | 7“‘%3‘6)’*&@

2B [EINTHW] (fairandfoul) EWIHIBELFLE LS| fﬂﬁﬁ@(xb(@
ﬁfﬂﬁfﬁ@«ffﬂiﬁ%BEH? LTHBY, L2 DRMEOMFIZ, %kl//f rfFEKET
AHHED (WS S PEMYTHIEZ) BREMREBHEOHFI & AT

EEHRLTWA,

Jil}

RAEZ LI L o THRIZELETRE, R TEN R ANBEOBREIE TR T
(AR LR, TNITON—T 1 OVERICOHARBICHP N TV BED, 7o &
LALDBEPDIZHOHE, HREVI LKV TWwa,

Oy FroftidEtL £k, KRl og L ANVF 2 A Y —DREFEDIL
THRPNZZHICE,PNI X)) —T—=F Y FICHZMAT 5, HEEOFFEE L
T, WEEPEBRHTERIENREOD S L 13, BHWBIZELR A — T —
TYRIIERLADENDELWVIRBIZEEZHD 5,

It was not that one with the light frock and light hat whom he had been at
first attracted by;no, it was the one with the black cape, gray skirt, light
gloves and — no, not even she, but the one behind her : she with the crimson
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skirt, dark jacket, brown hat and brown gloves. Unmistakably that was the
prettiest girl. ‘

Having finally selected her, this idle spectator studied her as well as he was
able during each of her brief transits across his visual field. She was absolutely
unconscious of everything save the act of riding : her features were rapt in an
ecstatic dreaminess ; for the moment she did not know her age or her history
or her lineaments, much less her troubles. He himself was full of vague
latter-day glooms and popular melancholies, and it was a refreshing sensation
to behold this young thing then and there, absolutely as happy as if she were in
a Paradise.

Dreading the moment when the inexorable stoker, grimily lurking behind
the glittering rococo-work, should decide that this set of riders had had their
pennyworth, and bring the whole concern of steam-engine, horses, mirrors,
trumpets, drums, cymbals, and such-like to pause and silence, he waited for her
every reappearance, glancing indifferently over the intervening forms, includ-
ing the two plainer girls, the old woman and child, the two youngsters, the
‘newly-married couple, the old man with a clay pipe, the sparkish youth with a
ring, the young ladies in the chariot, the pair of journeyman-carpenters, and
others, till his select country beauty followed on again in her place. He had
never seen a fairer product of nature, and at each round she made a deeper
mark in his sentiments. The stoppage then came, and the sighs of the riders
were audible. (111-2)

HWKEE L B L FBHL., B0 T SRR 2 BB OER iz Th
BAY—T—=F Y FIZ, EENTIo LD ELIHETFTELVEYDELN
WIZRIZEI NS, BE L) DHEELFCHEIZE > T, TOHEBO—DOH, %
DL BRERTELVIRPIVELS EWH) DTHSLH (For one thing he did
like the country better than the town, and it was because it contained such
girls as herself, 113). FDMT ¥ F 2%, KREE LRI IR 2 TRF 724
&y Y\ 2 BEREDOREER (the pleasure-machine, 113) IZET &N TWw5EZ
EOFEIC, LAIFRITVW TR, KEERLHED, T OB RIITHER
THETHEFEORYEEZ L, VAPHEOHAPHEZLTERNEL, C
OREEAAEEHEEY, Z L TEFOKRER LRI, HHHANLOREHEKR
CHZEMIT A Z LB, RO ICEMLHEIT ARBBMIHAL IR LT
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5 72, EOART ‘Raye’ b, &2 B NTH AR AERL X825 25,
ZOWBANLDOKRDOHRIIZETPET T % [HRO LI VELWEY] (afairer
product of nature) & LCTRAZL, EPNBE I LHEK, FELERAEEATY
HDTH5bH,

i PEIBE LRk TR —T—F 0 FIZELHICEZ#HIT, 3512
b)—EELLHIIZEBETTHL TS T, HLITEDL, 29 LT, HE
DfELLV AL, HEORT »FEOBPYPFEST B, 222, 7 v F DR
EETHEN=T LARADIHATL B0 NEDYVDORTIADSVLHEEL.,
DEIZLADPERENLTT Y FDOFLEEVDOON—-F LR ADT 5 B+ 21
B, B EIZEDLL T, EEHOF DBMMICIEL £ E—F Ak Aps
PO EFFoTLE) I EERREHML TV 5

But this for the moment it was not so easy to do. Something had attracted
the crowd to a spot in their rear, and the wine-merchant’s wife, caught by its
sway, found herself pressed against Anna’s acquaintance without power to
move away. Their faces were within a few inches of each other, his breath
fanned her cheek as well as Anna’s. They could do no other than smile at the
accident ; but neither spoke, and each waited passively. Mrs. Harnham then
felt a man’s hand clasping her fingers, and from the look of consciousness on
the young fellow’s face she knew the hand to be his : she also knew that from
the position of the girl he had no other thought than that the imprisoned hand
was Anna’s. What prompted her to refrain from undeceiving him she could
hardly tell. Not content with holding the hand, he playfully slipped two of his
fingers inside her glove, against her palm. Thus matters continued till the
pressure lessened ; but several minutes passed before the crowd thinned suffi-
ciently to allow Mrs. Harnham to withdraw. (116)

v

ANVF 2 AT —DHTHYEGo7E LY [THDOBHKDF] (his fascinating
child of nature, 120) 7>+ &, OV FUAED LA IZFEKORY L h %4 2
£912% 5o [1ED] (his) EWVHREFHD, B FOKRAEEA TV DS,
ZORERBRLPTHLPIZTALDIE, 7V FORENI-HETH L, EA*
LOWLIE, ZOBEBO K EYSITA I EATETEETE DRREIZE
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. B —F AEADIFEIL L 5 TAHRP o & LEDHELE X £ 150 7213%
DT, PO INTBTOEZHTOHRE I ENTELNDTH 5L,

It had been put into her own hand by the bostman on his morning rounds.
She flushed down to her neck on receipt of it, and turned it over and over. ‘It is
mine?” she said. _

‘Why, ves, can’t you see it is?” said the postman, smiling as he guessed the
nature of the document and the cause of the confusion.

‘0, ves, of course!’ replied Anna, looking at the letter, forcedly tittering, and
blushing still more.

Her look of embarrassment did not leave her with the postman’s departure.
She opened the envelope, kissed its contents, put away the letter in her pocket,
and remained musing till her eyes filled with tears. (122)

This was the secret of Anna’s embarrassment and flutterings. She could
neither read nor write. She had grown up under the care of an aunt by mar-
riage, at one of the lonely hamlets on the Great Mid-Wessex Plain where, even
in days of national education, there had been no school within a distance of two
miles. Her aunt was an ignorant woman ; there had been nobody to investigate
Anna’s circumstances, nobody to care about her learning the rudiments :
though, as often in such cases, she had been well fed and clothed and not un-
kindly treated. Since she had come to live at Melchester with Mrs. Harnham,
the latter, who took a kindly interest in the girl, had taught her to speak cor-
rectly, in which accomplishment Anna showed considerable readiness, as is not
unusual with the illiterate ; and soon became quite fluent in the use of her
mistress’s phraseology. Mrs. Harnham also insisted upon her getting a spelling
and copy book, and beginning to practice in these. Anna was slower in this
branch of her education, and meanwhile here was the letter. (123)

7 v FOEKE Rz n—F Ak ANE, HEOLEDICFROMELT &%
T2, 7Y HICHTAMEHEZ L LTHREPELERELEINEN—FLRAD,
FOMREIZ L 2FHOLEIL, WA HEZDTET LWy, FEOES, BE
DIESDIHo72bDEL ST, N—FARADEERY L A1 %0 0 0%
BEERXBIEI Do
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The letter moved Raye considerably when it reached him. The intelligence
itself had affected him less than her unexpected manner of treating him in
relation to it. The absence of any word of reproach, the devotion to his
interests, the self-sacrifice apparent in every line, all made up a nobility of
character that he had never dreamt of finding in womankind.

‘God forgive me!’ he said tremulously. ‘I have been a wicked wretch. I did
not know she was such a treasure as this!” (127)

BiceoTE, TYyFnRLEE, FRICLoTHRLUHSNAIHEICOWT
DHFTHIBRAA—TDEDEFEN)I I L LY, I ZICHVE & NHE O—E D 7%
ENLZELLb, LPLEDPL, 9 LEFEORGBEBE WKL T, 40
WFRICE S BaE, REBTHIN—FLRADEFNLZDOTH B, FHED
RPORY ZHEET, VMo TE, KA LTV FE0@BEBEIEINDLZ LI
ho LLENVL, ZOBEY, FHORELXTEN—FLRANEOMEKET
HHILE, br)L, HORM, NOHWINDNTHEETE R kot
D HDFOZDOERE, LIS, L1 OMEEROREM, HLEROM
BEHOBHEOELDICBVTEINILDTHEILEZRLTWVALEAS,

FHoT LI o7y F ey FUEREDOL A %, L PITRHESE RS
MITEEZBN—FLEANTE, Ty FE2HEKE, LAOLHEE) T LN

CEBBEVWFRZE(IEILLI->T, ZOEEB2»ERLLI LTS, TVFD

BELoTFALD, BOOLDTH-72 bl vDIZEMEBRWEH L N—F
CARNE, TR LEEEREE R THGE o Tz L A, [[ELT
9 C&E] (wicked and nice) L A&, BMIITBWTHELHo>TWDE LN
Th &\,

‘I wish his child was mine — I wish it was!” she murmured. ‘Yet how can I
say such a wicked thing!” (127)

it??%ﬁ%@ﬁ%@%ﬁﬁﬁb%%@%\A~fA%A§§%T%Uﬁ
TEDTESL [§C&E] (niceness) ZDTH 5,

... and Anna had acquiesced. ‘All I want is that niceness you can so well put
into your letters, my dear, dear mistress, and that I can’t for the life 0’ me
make up out of my own head; though I mean the same thing and feel it
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exactly when you’ve written it down!” (127)

T2 N—TFLRAE VL ED, [ELTTTE] L) Ml Ehms
FOREEICGETALEVSTIWEAS,

Vv

HIEOTEX 2 LTWARIZ, LA, Ty F+OfJEHEVTHLN—FLE
ANEDRBICABRE BRI Lz L 5,

The contract of marriage at a registry is soon got through ; but somehow, dur-
ing its progress, Raye discovered a strange and secret gravitation between
himself and Anna’s friend. (133)

DB THSDG A EL ZLICFIToT0naE 7 Yy FIlEVLLA
BT CRICT VY FOEZETENDEEZ AN IXTOEMEZESL I LIl 5,
T FDOFIFIININ—F ARNEDOARTE LB RS2 5, VA IETFR
DREEZETLDTH 5,

He stood a few moments, raised her, abruptly turned, and shut the door
upon her, rejoining Edith in the drawing-room. She saw that something unto-
ward had been discovered, and their eyes remained fixed on each other.

‘Do I guess rightly?’ he asked, with wan quietude. ‘You were her scribe
through all this?

‘Tt was necessary,” said Edith.

‘Did she dictate every word you ever wrote to me?”

‘Not every word.’ |

‘In fact, very little?

‘Very little.’

“‘You wrote a great part of those pages every week from your own concep-
tions, though in her name!’ '

‘Yes.’

‘Perhaps you wrote many of the letters when you were alone, without com-
munication with her?’
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But Raye went up to her, and took her unresisting hand. ‘Well, to think of
such a thing as this!” he said. “Why, you and I are friends — lovers — devoted
lovers — by correspondencel!’

‘Yes; I suppose.’

‘More.’

‘More?’

‘Plainly more. It is no use blinking that. Legally I have married her — God
help us both! — in soul and spirit I have married you, and no other woman in
the world!’

‘Hush!’

‘But I will not hush! Why should you try to disguise the full truth, when you
have already owned half of it? Yes, it is between you and me that the bond
is — not between me and her! Now I’ll say no more. But, O my cruel one, I
think I have one claim upon you!’ (135- 6 )
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The simple girl, upheld by the sense that she was indeed married, showed
delight at finding that he was as kind as ever after the disclosure. She did not
know that before his eyes he beheld as it were a galley, in which he, the fastidi-
ous urban, was chained to work for the remainder of his life, with her, the
unlettered peasant, chained to his side. (136)
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