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Modes of Mismating (4) : In the Case of "For Conscie’nce' Sake"
— Hankering for 'a Congenial Channel'—

Takayoshi MIYAZAKI
Abstract

"For Conscience' Sake" in Life's Little Ironies suggests an interesting
perspective in terms of Time. Millborne tries to compensate his broken
promise of marriage to Leonora in his young days. In ‘spite of his friend's
negative advice, he tries to find out Leonora and fulfill his word after
twenty years. Twenty years have, however, established a gap between
them and their daughter Frances never to be filled. His deed based upon
the moral sense is nothing but 'uncongenial' to Leonora and Frances.

His moral sense on his conscience is juxtaposed in his mind with
those on forgetting the fastening of the windows or on not repaying the
borrowed money. Such juxtaposition is sure to breed 'little ironies.' He
tries to recover 'a congenial channel' which was once connected between
them on the verge of marriage. The time of twenty years has helped
them to lead their own life severally. His moral sense and cofnpensation
reflects his view on women: the marriage is the final goal for women.
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Such view is, however, his own (or men's) imaginative fallacy. Women
including Loenora and Frances are in reality very tactful and sly in fulfill-
ing their own dream and in establishing their life. This discrepancy of
views between men and women creates 'little ironies.'

In this paper "For Conscience' Sake" is analyzed from the viewpoint
of the ironical relationship with the protagonists in relation with the same
theme of hankering for 'a congenial channel' with those in "An I(magina-
tive Woman" and other tales.

I

HRE TANEONERRERD (Life's Little Ironies) 1%, U TRIBZ KA B4
D, FRRZEVDE, HOINVEIRARRERX 2T —~v LT EEH2T
LELXZRIHDE N, ZLTLORAMN, BHICEL b T4HEE2E ) &)
("Imaginative Woman") T#/RX 5 [F81& /7] (imagination) {2 & » TAHELH &
NTWDLZ &R, EEZETLHEA I,

[CHEEBI K] ITBNT, HFADEEZVEEhHLADERETS « v—
F IV (Ella Marchmill) {2, RHMZ o v ERXF[AEZEBHET 200 L D12,
REHRREDEFBIIARABEZBRESY, FE-FESRXH-TRHVERLTA
FTRHEHLFTAD, EORBHCEV ZRIIBEL TN I L 2H- T, HHH]
DRBNELLSELL D, T0D, BLOFERZRELT, ReHbH 7
ER ol LTOMNBEREBRIEI DL ) RTEHE2LLE LI T 5,
PIZHBEBEHNREREEATEDEICBNTENICLER > T 2 D1E., B85
ERSELSSETLOBZEIRE, 202 FELTHHENRE (BREBITIZ
FEAZHEU LICBBAZ S ELLSHDIOER) LD, HEDEWVRAZD
BVEBVWETHENTHA I, £22I0iF, FROMARETHY 2286 4 RiG L
LT, NHEEOBEK (a congenial channel) # 2R E &by IIT0ERLOM
AT, OIS BRWERENLTETNLIDOTHD,

WRIZE > T, B, FREHEIL TR L THENR - O TIEAL ., B
DEDIZL>TLEICBE P72 bD0THD, HiED T&H L] (new
woman) 7z b A& LTEMEZ BT Z L b<, REZROBD P E ICHIE
L7 BZIT, HEEHRTIE HEBEL VIR LI>TEFLOREL ML
DBV STV 2V (That contract had left her still a woman whose deeper nature
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had never been stirred.)” &\ 5 T[FERKEIHRHEIO®R LT ("On the Western
Circuit") DA —F 4 A « »»—7F A1 (Edith Harnham) ¢RI U X 22, D& L2
 SSDNLIRBE LI 0y, BEO [HEO@EE ] BbEEI LRy,
ERBIZBEEBERIKKRO ZPAREMIGRE 2V, B %2, BECHBIEZE
WL DYS (H LK OBEIL=IRA —F 4 A - ~"—F Llb
ANDZEIRHEDITNES, BERPOHBAIBIZE, A2 THFL V)
EbDEIRTECELWVITEIAN G, £ E202 X2/ 2 L) MR MK
FTFE B TRV, FOET, 72L& 213 THZHKEIEPHORET] OA—
T AR e N—F LR, TELWEEEWI IV R LAAZEEZSIT B
(She was what is called an interesting creature rather than a handsome woman;...) ?
WRERVWETHY ., TOEKEFRZEL THEHIIZEISLE ) Fr— X
7% v R74— K+ LA (Charles- Bradford Raye) b F 7= LI EFARE
BRICBWTHRLTEALRBETH 2V (.no great man, in any sense, by the
way..) Y EWIHT D XX, ~N—F 4 (Hardy) N Z DEREICE LS WNERK
W) OHYFTE 2> TNALEEZTENS I, |

i
BEREMAERICOWT, DREBNZLOORFLEERMALRLOOREF LD
SHEWIRERICEATZERNS, TKELTABBELLEZZ D IIRN
T VAR — 2 (Millborne) IZE SR E - T ZDEFEN, MOERRRIZ, #
EHENAEARD/NZE, DELRIEZEIVTERLGETNS,

WHETHER the utilitarian or the intuitive theory of the moral sense be upheld it is be-
yond question that there are a few subtle-souled persons with whom the absolute gra-
tuitousness of an act of reparation is an inducement to perform it; while exhortation as
to its necessity would breed excuses for leaving it undone. The case of Mr. Millborne

and Mrs. Frankland particularly illustrated this, and perhaps something more.  (55)

1) Wessex Edition, Life's Little Ironies (London: Macmillan,1912; rpt., AMS Press, 1984), 125.
UTFT, AXH O HIIMIERELEED, T XTIORIZID

2) Ibid., 114-5.

3) Ibid., 109.
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There were few figures better known to the local crossing-sweeper than Mr.
Millborne's in his daily comings and goings along a familiar and quiet London street,
where he lived inside the door marked eleven, though not as householder. In age he
was fifty at least, and his habits were as regular as those of a person can be who has
no occupation but the study of how to keep himself employed. He turned almost al-
ways to the right on getting to the end of the street, then he went onward down Bond
Street to his club, whence he returned by precisely the same course about six o'clock,
on foot; or, if he went to dine, later on in a cab. He was known to be a man of some
means, though apparently not wealthy. Being a bachelor he seemed to prefer his pre-
sent mode of living as a lodger in Mrs. Towney's best rooms, with the use of furniture
which he had bought ten times over in rent during his tenancy, to having a house of
his own.

None among his acquaintance tried to know him well, for his manner and moods
did not excite curiosity or deep friendship. He was not a man who seemed to have
anything on his mind, anything to conceal, anything to impart. (56)

WO EFEOINR—ROIHEHTTWD Z LiX, 20 £57, BVE &I, fHIE
DREE L TFHRECTESTHLII LRV ANRL L, ZORIBONRE R
RipoTmZ ETHY, T, FORERYRACEFIITLEIT 2, EXETH
DICBEON T ZOBADOAL R Y E-TREDE, INA—r OSEC LT,
FOBANS T ELRIBTH o720 E 220,

'And the mother — was she a decent, worthy young woman?'

'O yes; a sensible, quiet girl, neither attractive nor unattractive to the ordinary ob-
server; simply commonplace. Her position at the time of our acquaintance was not so
good as mine. My father was a solicitor, as I think I have told you. She was a
young girl in a music-shop; and it was represented to me that it would be beneath my
position to marry her. Hence the result.’ (58)

CZWELTHDICRELRVWERLORE L EBZKLIEENMETLTVD Z
WA, ZOWEN UNSREA] OWFEL o TnHDE, RUEKS
B EORE BB, HRODREOEANRTD THHE) (hero, heroine) TIX
BRWT LT FARED o TWANLIZMAR LR, LrLERL, Fh
EH ETEERED ERBEHRORIIIL-TOI ETHY, #BIFLETS
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BRSO L 4 DS R A SR L n—F 4 b ThiE. ZOER
BWISERBIFLEZHDOTHY, BkEE, ottt o0 L B2
EMTEBREAS, BLLAINVR—RLA /) —TF - 7527 T K (Leonora
Frankland)@J: 5 ERRAOERN, £ LT, FALTENRZARBRE 2

EELEOMEXAZAALTHFENL L WIT VAT U ADOH Y FRE ML
NoTL2DTHD, ZOETIE, AHOELORERNSZFHDLERI &AL
47 TBEDS50] (Two on a Tower) D/ N—F A @ﬁﬁn—xﬁ"éi\—?ﬂf\
0F 4 TERBHELTHDEEZTEH LV,

SAR—OBENNOTEIE, . BO [ AF—=T ) v VO E] (The
Mayor of Casterbridge) D+~ F x— K (Henchard) D172 % i & & THKE,
ANUF Y — KD, BOBNTEY T TRV E L FHRADEVDORF
Lh, BBEWVWIETER—Y L (Susan) L OREBEETMVEEL S L4
I, SABR—ri BLELEDSDTOBALBA~DOBEVORFLNL
HEEEFRLAN, TORBOMNREZREZTOTHS, LALREL, 20 F&
Dﬁ%@ﬁnd\&tbw\i#ﬁﬁﬁk@@@%ﬁ@ﬁT’&%%bf%T
LOTIERW FEBITITCICHILEZES bR ToRLFORBLTEY
INE—UREZIRELTRE L TAYRADRMITHIIRRVDOTH D, &
RN FEA, RRLIBIZE - T IHEBELEAER V] (uncongenial) FEETH

SEREHTHY . SAR—UDEEDIIHT AL LLEBRRLREL T
FOLDIZTEZR,

The obstacles he had encountered, though they did not reanimate his dead passioﬁ
for Leonora, did certainly make it appear indispensable to his peace of mind to over-
come her coldness. He called frequently. The first meeting with the daughter was a
trying ordeal, though he did not feel drawn towards her as he had expected to be; she
did not excite his sympathies. Her mother confided to Frances the errand of 'her old
friend, which was viewed by the daughter with strong disfavour. His desire being
thus uncongenial to both, for a long time Millborne made not the least impression
upon Mrs. Frankland. His attentions pestered her rather than pleased her. He was
surprised at her firmness, and it was only when he hinted at moral reasons for their
union that she was ever shaken. 'Strictly speaking,' he would say, 'we ought, as hon-
est persons, to marry; and that's the truth of it, Leonora.! (64-5)

20 FERIIZ. BIEAZOERTAZ LI THRLEETO ELKOBEKE] 25,
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ATHERY LS bRV, THEIZE 21 (Strictly  speaking) & 7 [FEES~
Z72) (we ought ... to marry) E WV o2 EDDEVWENL I 25, MEXK
SICLEREDORH LIAL, RELEZEWIEE (N3 E S T85] (con-
tract) EBEX T LA I D) T I2ERMEBBERISTICES VW EBRIT,
BEOLEEALVTOREBREEEEL 0T RETROTH B,

20 ERNCREBONREREZERDPoT=DIE, SAR—VELF /=T LD
DB VBERTH T,

... Her position at the time of our acquaintance was not so good as mine. My
father was a solicitor, as I think I have told you. She was a young girl in a
music-shop; and it was represented to me that it would be beneath my position to
marry her. Hence the result.! (58)

ZOHHOENBIEEREREDTRRNI LEFLPER, ZARZ0
STV ORHNDIRER 2D, ZORKER, ZOWED, BEnBERroB Lk
PRERTHRTLNI<LWS | BRTLH V£ I REFH RO Z -
HIZELIZRDDTHD, LLRREL, N—FT 4 3FZICHFsns Ao R
TvORHIEABETHZ &4, MBARAEFTCEHERTCOLOE(LEAEL
T3, '

' But [ haven't the slightest desire for marriage; I am quite content to live as I
have lived. I am a bachelor by nature, and instinct, and habit, and everything. Be-
sides, though I respect her still (for she was not an atom to blame) , I haven't any sha-
dow of love for her. In my mind she exists as one of those women you think well of,
but find uninteresting. It would be purely with the idea of putting wrong right that 1
should hunt her up, and propose to do it off-hand.! (59)

SR = NC@F PO TOBANZ T 2EF R YR TRVl vt/ —
TOFIZHERRICEBBEIRL  EFFBOFICLREE VRO LITEL 2 L0,
STV RHEZED, REZIELI>OIX. HEREV D (E] (contract) D BT
T ERVL, RICESTWAREIFIRE DBRREZEFFICED A =DFE T2 OT
D, [HAZ—=T) v PDETR] O~ F v —FOBAICLRIL D &RY T
FE BN, BRLED (80 TLAROREBICL>T, [$ROBYK] 2BE
WIZBLADLEDZ LIZTERN, 20 EL VWIRAR, FRLPHES ARBIC
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HSETCTLE TN BENSLRDTHD, | |
SNR=UPETCEBAOLVE ) =T, REAERVTELTWSER Y,
FhiE, FHEEZEATLES D ZDORLEERVEBIRTH 5 LHEFIZ, @
EERBTTENETELREIBNACREILTHHD, REARCRDZET,
INR—r eI AR, T TICBEOAN, HDEA2EWRTIHIOMIZEELARW
AEEWS Z o2, BEBFICELIRCAL LOREIRX . IAR—
POBEEREEY, FEEABELTOENEETLEIZLETLHE Y,

oI N
INAR—E, 20 FRNCHEBEOHNREZ LB OLRFIZLTLES L E WD
BANIHTHRLOEHEIZ, ZOBMANEAENT-FHEFELL L THEBEOK
RER-EHI LT, ZORLOBEDHH, RADEZBIIFELIEEDOHT T, £4
REDFHEVEZLENL LWV VDD EBEENTWAS LT, D
B0 (conscience) iZ & > TIRE LEDORE LV D bIiF Tldiav,

T am a lonely man, Bindon — a lonely man,’ Millborne took occasion to say,
shaking his head gloonﬁily. "You don't know such loneliness as mine. . . And the
older T get the more I am dissatisfied with myself. And to-day I have been, through
an accident, more than usually haunted by what, above all other events of my life,
causes that dissatisfaction — the recollection of an unfulfilled promise made twenty
years ago. In ordinary affairs I have alv;fays been considered a man of my word; and
perhaps it is on that account that a particular vow I once made, and did not keep,
comes back to me with a magnitude out of all proportion (I daresay) to its real grav-
ity, especially at this time of day. You know the discomfort caused at night by the
half-sleeping sense that a door or window has been left unfastened, or in the day by
the remembrance of unanswered letters. So does that promise haunt me from time to

time, and has done to-day particularly.! (56-7)

'T left the place, and thought at the time I had done a very clever thing in getting

4)"..as a young widow with a child,...", Life's Little Ironies, 60.

5) "She wore black, and it became her in her character of widow.", Ibid., 62. ‘
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so easily out of an entanglement. But [ have lived long enough for that promise to
return to bother me — to be honest, not altogether as a pricking of the conscience, but
as a dissatisfaction with myself as a specimen of the heap of flesh called humanity.

If T were to ask you to lend me fifty pounds, which I would repay you next
mid-summer, and I did not repay you, I should consider myself a shabby sort of fel-
low, especially if you wanted the money badly. Yet I promised that girl just as dis-
tinctly; and then coolly broke my word, as if doing so were rather smart conduct than
a mean action, for which the poor victim herself, encumbered with a child, and not I,
had really to pay the penalty, in spite of certain pecuniary aid that was given. . . .

There, that's the retrospective trouble that I am always unearthing; and you may hardly
believe that though so many years have elapsed, and it is all gone by and done with,
and she must be getting on for an old woman now, as I am for an old man, it really

often destroys my sense of self-respect still."  (57-8)

NEME FORIEE] (the moral sense) (IZITAHERVMZLTH., BIEDKNERDRE
TABITOMED, FEDRLENRCFRED O LI E W D LMRMEICT
BENTWAAEIC, IAR— OABMEOE NS ABRLTNS L WREES I,

Lh, ZOERLOKEOERETL LV HIMEBARITADERIZIT, BTH
BINE- OIS, BIEL V) LOREHICE > TREBOBETHY,
BEERBRLTWELEWIZEBRIMDBZ 5, EB, ZhEIinrFi—ro, B
OO LIFBIZ T ER, TEHEEFREOF ET) BT, #Eina S
HREBELTWVEENREL VAT, EFTHNIZEVWRBEDOH DHT, A
VT =3V RIZREENTOI22L DL LERFTRESTWVHUEYDELY
BIzEIND, HRIVOEEZGLHICLE>TE, (F0EABADOOL D,
HEZIEM O L5 2BETRLWEBI WS H 5] (For one thing be did like the
country better than the town, and it was because it contained such girls as herself.) © &
WODTHDN, FIITLETLRRNI &R, BERIC, ZOBRBPXETH
Sl ZEILK > TERAENTLERI>IDOTH D,

(FMEBI K] OZTH, RPFHONWEZ EE2FIZEKD X 3 IZRB DOV
=07 LA EFERORBIZE S THOREEHKbDo TV, —T 0 2, B

6) Life’s Little Ironies, 113.
7) Ibid., 17-8, 28-9.
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DRERBNEZ LTS EENONTD T4 % £ Litkibid, RFZE
2L, BAREO LS o kb Thr vz L H, HiaoRrEL
LA L ORBRE- L. XEOT7 v F (Ama) S2 b, A —F 4 ZADEZL
Wz, REIZES T4 2EETLVIRBICFHBALTOZ L2DTH D,
A —F 4 ABRETHT T OFHKITIL %Akﬁﬁﬁkwﬂﬁ’ﬁgnf&
ﬁtv4®w%%@5 Lttﬁﬁiﬁ%J@WZ&ﬁjﬁ@ﬁﬁm@U
nTwn5s 7,

:wTw/ﬁ%Lﬁbfmofwﬂkvﬁ/H?-77V7§VF%\ﬁ%
BANELTDO LD SR EATRERRTZIENTELEAS, ¥V ADEK
i LTHENTCoOD, BECLLEZEDZIZORVFIZIE, BFH720 TEE
THPRL TRRLARVERDO L= 0ot FRRABRA L THEDT
»5'"7,

W, BOBRIELTIOL, T2, YOBEME, BIFELORIBERIC
EHEFESZECH, ALTHEHEMICERELED ET5HLARZENLT
BO., BOBEHEENS, HEPFRETHILWVH LY, fiXE. TEF0HE
) (”The Son's Veto") X° [ 572 2D E LD FEE] | ("A Tragedy of Two Ambitions")

ABEICEITIX., FotErg2alms, BofltBHEORINFICRoNH Z &
MNim B ' ' ‘

mcﬁj REDBEREOONERLED DB =D, INR—FEEHE T
Wt B, BIFSEMN, 750V REINR— ERUTWDEZ EICRELBEIA
DEERBEERERTH LR, O Lid, BFLWIMDDR3Y D,
FAIZLMARLOBBEBRT AHTICRoTWNELEZ EERLTWS, b
A—d, BEHEL., FREEDLR, £ZIZESEYOEY EF-#HRIE b
FRAVBRNWZ L EFBOTEDORNPRRLATWVD,

' have learnt that there are some derelictions of duty which cannot be blotted out
by tardy accomplishment. Our evil actions do not remain isolated in the past, waiting
only to be reversed: like locomotive plants they spread and re-root, till to destroy the

original stem has no material effect in killing them. I made a mistake in searching

8) "Ah — my husband — I forgot I had a husband!", Life's Little Ironies, 137.
9) Ibid., 124, 126-7,
10) Ibid., 61.
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you out; I admit it; whatever the remedy may be in such cases it is not marriage, and
the best thing for you and me is that you do not see me more. You had better not
seek me, for you will not be likely to find me: you are well provided for, and we may
do ourselves more harm than good by meeting again.

F.M! (73-4)

ZAZEZT, REOLMIZHZED L IVA—E, VA —FBRTA
ELTHREBLEIENETLoTRBERZHELES-TZL2IC. BELEDEH
LELGRSTHERLRRDLDTH D, £, BEXHEAQL THEOEEK] (@
congenial channel) 23, RLTZELBEB/BRILEZRLTVDEEXDLI LD
TEBEL, |

KL TH B FE ORI FE (15520185) OBIRRIC L A EDO—HTh 5,



