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Disfigurement and the Loss of 'a Congenial Channel'
—'The Withered Arm'—

Takayoshi MIYAZAKI

Abstract

'The Withered Arm' in Wessex Tales is considered to have something in common
with 'Barbara of the House of Grebe' in 4 Group of Noble Dames; its theme is
concerned more with the relation between man and woman in terms of personal beauty
“than the supernatural and grotesque aspects. Rhoda Brook, who once had relation
with Farmer Lodge and has a boy of eleven years old, shows a keen Jealousy towards
Gertlude, Lodge's new bride. Rhoda's strong photographic imagination appears to
_cause a weird withering of Gertrude's arm. This disﬁgurément leads Gertlude, who is
educated and tends to regard superstition as silly enough, to believe. in superstition and
to resort to a magical treatment of her withered arm.

Gertlude's change is caused by her withered arm, because she desperately hankers
for love of her husband who -thinks so much of her personal appearance. The
personal appearance is in a sense a linkage between man and woman: 'evanescent’
beauty of young Gertlude's appearance also seems to imply the 'evanescence' of the
relation between man and woman. This aspect is ‘much concerned with the
atmosphere of fin de siécle of this tale. |

In this paper Thomas Hardy's 'The Withered Arm' in Wessex Tales is analyzed from
the viewpoint of the relation between man and woman based upon the personal
appearance, considering the supernatural and grotesque aspects poised in the

atmosphere of fin de siécle.
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"Yes, mother,’ said the boy. 'Is father married, then?'
'Yes. . .. You can give her a look, and tell me what she's like, if you do see her.'
'"Yes, mother.' o
'If she's dark or fair, and if she's tall—as tall as I. And if she seems like a woman
who has ever worked for a living, or one that has been always well off, and has never
done anything, and shows marks of the lady on her; as I expect she do.’
'Yes.'

Dffifa, [ KREFOREBLEN— 7Y —TRDONN—7F — (fﬁ%ﬁ(%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ
(SLEFE - AAECE) F4%E, 1993 F3 H), 47-59. B,

2) 7% A bt Thomas Hardy, Wessex Tales (Macmillan: London, 1912; rpt., AMS Press,
1984) FF AL ©'The Withered Arm'%& B, AXFDFIRIFT AT INITES,



CEOmREE: [HROBEE| DFEL —'The Withered Arm'— . 19

They crept up the hill in the twilight, and entered the cottage. It was thatched, and
built of mud-walls, the surface of which had been washed by many rains into channels
and depressions that left none of the original flat face visible; while here and the're a
rafter showed like a bone protruding through the skin.

She was kneeling down in the chimney-corner, before two pieces of turf laid
together with the heather inward, blowing at the red-hot ashes with her breath till the
turfs flamed. The radiance lit her pale cheek, and made her dark eyes, that had once
been handsome, seem handsome anew. 'Yes,' she resumed, 'see if she is dark or fair;
and if you can, notice if her hands are white; if not, see if they look as though she had

ever done housework, or are milker's hands like mine.! (70-71)
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~ Beside him sat a woman, many years his junior—almost, indeed, a girl. Her face,
too, was fresh in color, but it was of a totally different quahty—soft and evanescent,

like the light under a heap of rose- petals (72)

X272y (evanescent) W H EEIZ L > TERENZEHEWELDOEL &

3) T2 BHRPEBEOLDBLTHY., BiIkEIZ ?‘H‘éﬁ:f&ﬂ)ﬁ( HHRT, Cf. Ad de
Vries, Dtct:onary “of Symbols and Imagery (Amsterdam: North-Holland Pubhshmg Company,

1981),
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What the impress resembled seemed to have struck Gertrude herself since their last
meeting. 'It looks almost like finger-marks,' she said; adding, with a faint laugh: 'My
husband says it is as if some witch, or the devil himself, had taken hold of me there
and blasted the flesh.' ,

Rhoda shivered. 'That's fancy,’ she said, hurriedly. 'l wouldn't mind it, if I were
you.' 7 | |

'l shouldn't so much mind it said the younger, with hesitation, 'if—if 1 hadn't a
notion that it.makes my husband—dislike mewh,o, love me less. Men think so much

- of personal appearance.’ . ‘ |

'Some do—he for one.'

'Yes; and he was very proud of mine, at first.'

'Keep your arm covered from his sight.

'Ah—he knows the disfigurement is there!' She tried to hide the tears that filled
her eyes.

'Well, ma'am, I earnestly hope it will go away soon.' " (83)

But her woman's nature, craving for renewed love, through the medium of renewed
beauty (she was but twenty-five), was ever stimulating her to try what, at any rate,

could hardly do any harm. (95)
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ERBERTHDHI 2T —FL—Fi IBBLTVWBEDTH B, £S5z 0D
BRYDOEINREILETRENS, TLTENNRERDTHLD &%z“ﬂ\éﬁ— l~
N— ROBMNLERRZT oD, %nwéakﬁﬁ%%WAﬁ%«t
FEHTHL Z iz 3,

TEET— I L—FOELIZE, ve— XX, THE2E-> THIIE, BN L
BEETFHOAPLHMELT, 25 LRV LD, BHTONICLDEAEL
DHENTNWD Z SRR, FRLA R, BEROBNR Y OAERS, 4R



EOREE [HEOBK | DL — The Withered Arm'— 21

RENEGSNTWAZ LR B/RERD, a—FD, H— - ROEXLE
LEADZEDLYIE, ZOZEEBIRLTVEDTHY, TN ZOESKD
T2l RkEL EHboTWBZ WO ETHARV,

He flung down his bundle, held the edge of the cabbage-net, and as she filled its
meshes with the dripping leaves she went on: 'Well, did you sce her?

'Yes; quite plain.'

'Is she lady-like?'

'Yes; and more. A lady complete.’

'Is she young?'

'Well, she's growéd up, and her ways are quite a woman's.'

'Of course. What color is her hair and face?'

'Her hair is lightish,-and her face as comely as a live doll's.’

'Her eyes, then, are not dark like mine?

"No—of a bluish turn; and her mouth is very nice and red, and when she smiles her
teeth show white.'

'[s she tall?' said the woman, sharply.

'l couldn't see. She was sitting down." (74)

When he reached home his mother said "Well?" before he had entered the room.

‘She is not tall. She is rather short,’ he replied.

'Ah!" said his mother, with satisfaction.

'But she's very pretty—very. In fact, she's lovely.! The youthful freshness of the
yeoman's wife had evidently made an impression even on the somewhat hard nature of
the boy. | ‘

'"That's all 1 want to_hear,' said his mother, quickly. "Now spread the tablecioth.
The hare you caught is very tender; but mind that nobody catches you. You've never
told me what sort of hands she had." ' '

'l have never seen 'em. She never took off her gloves.’

'"What did she wear this morning?' ,

'A white bonnet and silver-coloured gownd. . . ' (75)

AL IR DR LD CENEER S TL B — h— Rk, SRR
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. and from her boy's description and casual words of the other milkers, Rhoda
Brook could raise a mental image of the unconscious Mrs. Lodge that was realistic as

a photograph.  (76)
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WHZEDTLVIYHNVIERFBLRERKTIENERDIZA S,
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'They tell me there is possibly one way by which I might be able to find out the
cause, and so perhaps the cure, of it,' replied the other anxiously. Tt is by going to
some clever man over in Egdon Heath. They did hot know if he was still alive—and
I cannot remember his name at this moment; but they said that you knew more of his

5) N—F 4k, Ya—Y - ALFg A (George Meredith) DB 12 L v . Desperate

Remedies (T3 FE]) 27V 4% — - =) X (Wilkie Collins) (& ¥ O F 1§ /)
(sensation-novel ) IZ 32T EIF T3, FOMEDHEOER L. ZOKD/IBIC ICHE
NTHhBEn-oTh IV, Cf M., TAEOREL LTo [EEFE] (AR A—F
1 B4 4%, No. 23, 1997), 26-38.
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movements than anybody else hereabout,‘ and could tell me if he were still to be
consulted. Dear me-—what was his name? But you know.’

"Not Conjuror Trendle?' said her thin companion, turning pale.

‘Trendle—yes. Is he alive?

'l believe so,' said Rhoda, with reluctance.

'Why do you call him conjuror?'

'"Well—they say—they used to say he was a—he had powers other folks have not.’

'O, how could my people be so superstitious as to recommend a man of that sort! 1
thought they meant some medical man. I shall think no more of him.' (84-85)

The once blithe-hearted and enlightened Gertrude was changing into an irritable,
superstitious woman, whose whole time was given to cxperiménting upon her ailment
with every quack remedy she came across. She was honestly attached to her husband,
and was ever secretly hoping against hope to win back his heart again by regaining
some at least of her personal beauty. Hence it arose that her closet was lined with
bottles, packets, and ointment-pots of every description—nay, bunches of mystic herbs,
charms, and books of necromancy, which in her school-girl time she would have
ridiculed as folly. (91)
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—F L OFEXHICHDE THEBLOBICERTFSAEEE LV (a deadly war waged
between flesh and spirit) &\ ) EEL, ZO I &L 2BEAIIIAL TV D,
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' shouldn't so much mind it, said the younger, with hesitation, 'if—if I hadn't a
notion that it makes my husband—dislike me—no, love me less.b Men think so fnuch
of personal appearance.' ' |

'Some do—he for one.'

'Yes; and he was very proud of mine, at first.'

'Keep your arm covered from his sight.' 7 _

'Ah, he knows the disfigurement is there!" She tried to hide the tears that filled her
eyes. (83) | s

She was now five-and-twenty; but she seemed older. 'Six years of marriage, and
only a few months of love, she sometimes whispered to herself. And then she
thought of the apparent cause, and said, with a tragic glance at her withering limb, 'If' I

could only again be as I was when he first saw me!" (92)
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Gertrude shricked: ‘the _tﬁrn o' the blood,' predicted by the conjuror, had taken
place. But at that moment a second shriek rent the air of the enclosure: it was not
Gertrude's, and its effect upon her was to make her start round.

Immediately behind her stood Rhoda Brook, her face drawn, and her eyes red with
weeping. Behind Rhoda stood Gertrude's own husband; his countenance lined,‘ his
eyes dim, but without a tear. |

'D-n you! what are yoLl doing here?' he said hoarsely.

'Hussy—to come between us and our child now! cried Rhoda. 'This is the
meaning of what Seitan showed me in the vision! You are like her at last!' And
dlutching the bare arm of the younger woman, she pulled her unresistingly back
against the wall. lmmediateiy Brook had loosened her hold the fragile young
Gertrude slid down against the feet of her husband.. When he lifted her up she was
unconscious. v

The mere sight of the twain had been enough to suggest to her that the dead young
man was Rhoda's son. (106-107) |
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