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In the Case of ‘The Fiddler of the Reels’
— Hankering for ‘a Congenial Channel’ —

~ Takayoshi MIYAZAKI

Abstract

Thomas Hardy wrote ‘The Fiddler of the Reels’ for the special issue,
‘Exhibition Number’ of Scribner’s Magazine, commemorating Chicago
World’s Fair in 1893. As a tale-teller, Hardy shows his sure technique
and talent in this tale, making the _ﬁ'rst World Fair in London as the
background for the story. A world fair brings ‘ancient and modern into
absolute contrast,” as ‘in a geological “fault” in Time. This image is
important in this tale for interpreting a strange psychological tendency in

Car’line Aspent who is infatuated with Mop Ollamoor’s fiddling of the -

reels. The weird and mysterious Mop has a thorough control over her
with a result of their child. The heart-broken Ned Hipcroft, her honest
and respectable wooer, leaves his native village and goes up to London at
the time of the World Fair. The forsaken Car’line by Mop becomes
~ repentant and asks for forgiveness from Ned, to be united as a couple.

After the close of the Fair they find their life hard, and decide to go back
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to their native place, only to encounter with Mop, reviving their forgotten
past. Overcome with the strange infatuation as old, Car’line keeps
dancing and finally falls down completely fatigued. Mop takes away
Carry, their daughter, into the ‘depth of the nearby wood, which
symbolizes his ‘weird and wizardly’ aspect. . Ned becomes frantic when
he finds Carry is taken away, to the villagers’ surprise. His strong
attachment to Carry who is not his own. daughter is very ironic,
considering ‘a Congenial Channel’ which once seemed to be established
between Car’line and him.

This paper is intended to give a new perspective in ‘The Fiddler of
the Reels’ from the viewpoint of ‘a Congenial Channel’ and an image of
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‘a geological “fault™ in Time.
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18514, vy Frdns K- =228 TH 1 BFEREL2AE M
Trg ZORBRIZEBE LR ST KBE—INLVREZN « NLRFIT 427 ) TEHO%E
KEBHETHIFEEESD, FIICEEHOH, §TWIHIT—<HELZLHDOTH
ofe Vo HE2005FICHBRICBNTHTEERESSA N, TEEE
SOB®REZEZTHDLE, ZHIZ. B LWKRKEZ, BEEMOESLE 2T
— L ELTRLBZESHEI LTE500ThHY, BEREE L RIS
EBHZLTHHAHI Y, TREBECBIIBELRROEECTHY . BHHRHY
NS OBRAETHE b 25, ZhXVPLTF->T1 85 9EITIE,
Fx—)L X « Z—17 ¢ 2 (Charles Darwin) 23 [FEDEIR] (Species of Origin) %
BERLEN, FhiE, BEHE VI EBEXICK - T, ERM TRAFERRERO
2R BBRIELLOTHLHS, 1 92T 7 NY THEIA, BFHEZ, &
WWBER2KERBLELTWERRTHD I ER2EZXDE P, v RUTHM

DIMEER [KBEWE] GER: U 7ud— k. 1986 F) B, |
DEENEM [FEEES REXHBA) GER :NHK 7y 27 2 106, BB 45 £F),
%2 BB, | o
DBIAER [5—7 4 COfifRE] G : Fhit, 1995F) BH.
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i’bf_ﬁ@ﬁ%/\%%%@’”‘akﬁz_t\ Thomas Hardy ® “The Fiddler of the
Reels’(1893)i%, M OEME OB Y 2% 2 D B THEE,

N=FLE, BODOFELLT, Wbwd [#5E njum»;_;bn A
EONITER WEEEL (Life's Little Ironies A Set of Tales) DZ D Z A MVIZ.
RENTWDEPY 2, ZOEREICRDTHD EFRELANZSL] (A Few
Crusted Characters’) iX. &E#RE [HREADOEI] (4 Group of Noble Dames, 1893)
kﬂ%_‘U&DUtU DERRRD 10 AOFEOEIV EVWIREL R -
fmé- DIERIZBNTH, D&V DFEDF [Zf#L] (the old gentleman)

ERELEROHEDLLVIREIZRSTNS,

‘TALKING of Exhibitions, World’s Fairs, and what not,” said the old gentleman, °I
would not go round the corner to see a dozen of them noWadays. The only exhibition
that ever made, or ever will make, any impression upon my imagination was the first
of the series, the parent of them all, and now a thing of old times — the Great
Exhibition of 1851, ih Hyde Park, London. . . .’ (165)”

Eix, EREICXD THED ) HIER, ﬁf&ﬁ%&%ﬁﬁké%é*&f&
v, \EIZ %TmFLtU&O®$EJ~F% BBOFEO (WEL) I2ko
TERE LW ) BEMICARE D Z LI b AR, 50 DFEIC L - <. B
NEELIESEON., WEVICELZ2ET3ET. BEOPISEEENELS
ﬁé:&ﬁ&éﬁfbéombiiiof%%uTéﬂthfiﬁD%wj
(now a thing of old times) &\ 5 [B L HT DXL, WhiXFEH L 7= Bl D 1 23
FTEMESSPEELTIIOREBEOEFRL LT, TAROELIZEL-TL?
DTH D,

\ . o _
(D —nONAF) #E X, 189 3FICHEShZI IIFTERES
(Chicago World’s Fair) 2 B70A T, FEERESRE S (‘Exhibition Number®) D
felz, TRZ7 V7 —X =] (Scribner’s Magazme);)?f@ﬁi%ﬁ'(imh

4)7 % A kit Wessex Edition, Thomas Hardy, Life 's Little Ironies A Set of Tales (New York:
AMS Press, 1984) 2, LATEIBIZTNTIORIZIKSD,
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7z ‘E)(D’C% LAY, Albert J.Guerard 75 [HEZEIZ L ABEEERDO VUL 2] (‘one of
the finest short stories in the language’) & &% LTWB L5129 = oERIL, SR
INRDEZEFL LTON—F 4 ODHBEPBERIKRINLTNWS, EOR LEIZ,
N=FLIEEFOERBICOVWTROL I BRELEZZEL TV,

“February- 23. - A story must be exceptional enough to justify its telling. We
tale-tellers are all Ancient Mariners, and none of us is warranted in stopping Wedding
Guests (in other words, the hurrying public) unless he has something more unusual to -
relate than the ordinary experience of every average man and woman.

“The whole secret of fiction and the drama — in the constructlonal part — lies in
the adjustment of things unusual to things eternal and umversal The writer who
knows exactly how exceptional, and how non-exceptional, his events should be made,

9s7)

possesses the key to the art.

IORZE %%%zhi Z ORI #htf)~wwﬂ4ﬁ)/#%J
N—=F L >TEDPRYEFEBICOSNIEGRTHoTAEZ LREZ 5, ﬁ
ERFLE&FTICEHED L, SHIZHBVSENERA =) —TRHAFEIIETFY
B ERTERNWEEZ L LTAESNZETIZEN RN OERIZ, BVIE
TETHLRNA—F 4 DEBEHHITE ST TVBHEBRL ER>TVS,

MEBEBOZA MIZHD (V=DM Y VEE ) X, FARMEICIEZIEER
HERODIZ, BEPEVBEE 2 EEMTEFEEH 70, FYOBELE
CINTRAW, BhoAL 4 Y VBE T Y b+ 45 % L7 (Wat Ollamoor) T 5,
:Qlﬁﬁlk%ﬁ‘ﬂfc [2—_T 4 VEDT R (Tess of the d'Urbervilles, 1891) %

TEREE Y 2 — K] (Jude the Obscure, 1896)72 £, BBk Z DRilicENNT
[AREZ—=T7Y v VDB E] (The Mayor of Casterbridge, 1886) 72 X D k1 5 i
A ML ERSTWDEEADND, FOAENT LM X PRI uw
PR TWBRZEEEZNE, ZOFA FABRRTABIIOWT, FOFEREDL
MEEbBIZoE D LR EN) ?&‘E&i\ IN—F @éﬁtﬁpéﬁf LT TN B

5)Richard Little Purdy, Thomas Hardy A Bibliographical Study (Oxford: OUP, 1979), 82.

6) Thomas Hardy The Novels and Stories (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1949), 21.
7)Florence E. Hardy, The Life of Thomas Hardy 1840-1928 (London and Basingstoke:
Macmillan, 1975), 252. |
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BRLDTHAHI,

First in prominence among these three came Wat Oltamoor — if that were his real
name — whom the seniors in our party had known well. ‘

~ He was a woman’s man, they said, — supremely so — externally little else. To
men he was not attractive; perhaps a little repulsive at times. Musician, dandy, and
company-man in practice; veterinary surgeon in theory, he lodged awhile in Mellstock
village, coming from nobody knew where; though some said his first appearance in
this neighborhood had been as fiddle-player in a show at Greenhill Fair.

- Many a worthy villager envied him his power over unsophisticated maidenhood

— a power which seemed sometimes to have a touch of the weird and wizardly in it.
Personally he was not ill-favoured, though rather un-English, his complexion being a
rich olive, his rank hair dark and rather clammy — made still clammier by secret
ointments, which, when he came fresh to a party, caused him to smell  like
“boys’-love” (southern-wood) steeped in lamp-oil. On occasion he wore curls — a
double row — running almost horizontally around his head. But as these were
sometimes noticeably absent, it was concluded that they were not altogether of
Nature’s making. By girls whose love for him had turned to hatred he had been
nicknamed “Mop,” from this abundance of hair, which was long enough to rest upon

his shoulders; as time passed the name more and more prevailed. (166)

IMNMLEBLEFDOHDW AP E L TOREIX, ZOYEIWN ONT—=<
ELTHRH-TWEHDDOHFT, FROWNEZNIZAENTEDITBEES LY
$HTW 3 Mellstock % Stickleford DA DEFIE, ABDORAARR LEREE, Z2h
%%ﬁ%t%béE%&%®KE$%TD5%EB®?E&E%%thﬁ\
EARXOHBEL LTHoRZUAENITDOOND, LA, ZOFEDOF >
MR, ZOABICEDLYEI ANBRZLOLBE2MLIONCHEALLY LT3
b LEZNE, EROFZA M THD [V —NDNAF Y VX BREME
EHLEHEVTL DAJREHLRD B, < .

HE#HLE ML, BEELAELI<OLLRWER, BEEY, B X
SRBHEEEZLATVWAZ LY, ZOBREL2BHTLHOERIICESSD
LW, KFF, AV 7T FOABTRVWE D RAR, MEREDOE, THL
AR, ZORBRIZIE, 22X, Yva—Y - =UF v F(George Eliot) D
H YA 5 R« =—F—(Silas Marner) 237 ¥ 1 v 7 (Raveloe) DFf A7z H b
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OB RERS ADNIZLIIZ, HAIWEFELRLLEZIE, N—F 4 OER EU
W) (‘The Withered Arm’)IZZ3ET AW VET R L > KA (Trendle) DX H iz, R
RHTDHLRECRDNS B CHREMNAREEE) bDER>TVEDT
BB, TOBT Y FF5L7, BHREY S - FFTATIC, £ DBILRE
TENhd, PTHLREIIHOIBS —F A > « 7 A h(Carline - Aspent) X E
BRIIEICEEMFITOoN, FHETHLITB, £95 LERRIZE, "—FT 4D
EHOPIZLELE#EINTWS, ATy RBRRERICHE B, Bl Tbh
BRI LDOE— Hhlkirb) OERER>TVELH VLS Y, |

.
EMELOBOTEIOL D [EII L LTHIRE Y ) 5 2 DFEORRE RIT
E2ETCHARL185 1 FEOTERESORHTH D,

‘For South Wessex, the year formed in many ways an extraordinary chronological
frontier or transit-line, at which there occurred what one might call a precipice in
Time. As in a geological “fault,” we had presented to us a sudden bringing of ancient
and modern into absolute contact, such as probably in no other singlé year since the

Conquest was ever witnessed in this part of the country.” (165)

CICHEEDBEBELBELEDDIVIERELVEELTREE YKL, (8
Rz 3317 B 2 | (a precipice in Time), [HIE 32 kD OB (a geological “fault™)
EDORIRTRLTVDEN, ZOA A—VEFFALT, FTEEESEZBEWZZO
EREOIRIC, SRIEMAN ZOBIZE U CTER > TR, i tHES, X
B S HR e MBS 2 BHEAHR L ORLERNTERLE, b
EVAIE EH LWVAIFEZESBAOANEOREICE TR TULh TP, %
DA A=, [HEWHI (4 Pair of Blue Eyes, 1873) C. BiEMEEIZHH IR
Elipole)r A M, MEBEOCHBICLEH LIZR TV HEEROILE LER
LRI IR 2RO 2REB T 2EEmE2BREIES °, ZoOHMEZE Lok
BOAA—TIiE. "—F 4 DERICBWTREETH I . 2hizEMomh s

8)Tom Winnifrith, Fallen Women in the Nineteenth-Century Novel (London: Macmillan, 1994),
Chap. 7.
9)Chap. 22.
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BERIEL— T =X Al %békﬂﬁkxﬁﬁéwﬁbt74ﬂb)7%
HRRKOBEFICHLEDL-> T30 THB ",

Ey PR, FNEELTIDOANA Ny 7 OFIZR > TERER, AR B
Y IHNOBBESRHFLVEBRTHEET / OHEA L HITHE S 5D BRI
Y LTWE, 23X, T8 DT Tl (Under the Greenwood Tree, 1872) 174k
MPRTNBEZETHEN, BREOELBIZ, Ty 7OALAY L OMEF %
FELTKRD L IIZBEATNS,

His date was a little later than that of the old Mellstock quire-band which
comprised the Dewys, Mail, and the rest — in fact, he did not rise above the horizon
thereabout till those well-known musicians were disbanded as ecclesiastical
functionaries. In their honest love of ‘thoroughness they despised the new man’s style.
Theophilus Dewy (Reuben the tranter’s younger brother) used to say there was no
‘plumness’ in it — no bowing, no solidity — it was all fantastical. And probably this
was true. Anyhow, Mop had, very obviously, never bowed a note of church-music
from his birth; he never once sat in the gallery of Mellstock church where the others
had tuned their venerable psalmody so many hundreds of times; had never, in all
likelihood, entered a church at all. All were devil’s tunes in his repertory. ‘He could
no more play the Wold Hundredth to his true time than he could play the brazen
serpent,’ the tranter would say. (The brazen serpent was supposed in Mellstock to be

a musical instrument particularly hard to blow.) (167)

ANVA Ry ZRTO, FIEOZREWVWI OE>OWBHREREIZENLT,
By TDORLFY L OWEEFIZ) PN ZDFHOMBEDOBRREL, HOERDNE
izl TEEOM ] (devil’'s tunes) D X S I HBHLRRICEDEZEEN
L oTWS, LLARNL, ERES, ERRFHARNZbOBXRITTNT
L, FHBEOED LAY Y OFITIE, MRele TEEHDO X 5 72711 (a touch of the
weird and wizardly, 166) %33 V. HMI< L ODLEELICH b X BRBE LY Bh
Lﬁ%méﬁétﬁfﬁ<\Wﬁ®i9ﬁﬁ$%@%®;?%ﬁ%ﬁéﬁhﬁ
MVIZBZDHDERSTWVWD, EOLEERA, TLTAAMFY VOEEFT
HV7ehb, HOETLIZERIL, ZEIEVWRHRROLDTH-T, ¥R, &

10)F k. AEHF,
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YRV =7 VAR ERIHREOLDTHD, £ LIELDOMANESD
TLEOLIRBAEDFH LI RUARF vy vy TREDOPIHLEATNDIO
ThHd, BDED LIZERIT, BEOCLBEVPAHUICELR TS HDTH o
T, ZZTHHFHOWOEIRHEOHEBLAEH L TRALN S,

While playing he invariably closed his eyes; using no notes, and, as it were,
allowing the violin to wander on at will into the most plaintive passages ever heard by
rustic man. There was a certain lingual character in the supplicatory expressions he
- produced, which would well-nigh have drawn an ache from the heart of a gate-post.
He could make any child in the parish, who was at all sensitive to music, burst into
tears in a few minutes by simply fiddling one of the old dance-tunes he almost entirely
affected — country jigs, reels, and ‘Favourite Quick Steps’ of the last century — some
mutilated remains of which even now reappear as nameless phantoms in new
quadrilles and gallops, where they are recognized only by the curious, or by such
- old-fashioned and far-between people as have been thrown with men like Wat
Ollamoor in their early life. (167)

HLOVERPLHF LWEEL WO HOR, TV HDEBELANL bENETS

IRV IAATEIZR o TWD Z LIFEAIZLTHDII L THDIN, FHDOET
FRIZELPHEVERPEFS OOOLEEATLEY) Z X, HILWELERSE
ZFIZEATHBEITOARR, ORI RBR L OIEINENDRT
LEIZERERLTWS, TEUZ2BE] OF — hb— R(Gertrude) 28, Fr LW
HELZIT TN RETHI RN, REBREZRIEZE T OBAKEIZ
ZUOTWSARIZBRIEBEDILRTLEY, RBPTENETEELTWEIXTORK
WM ORI EFEONTLEIDLFEKETHAS, ETHRREITY
X512, FEZRHELEFETHELMLTNDEEY S « AT AT7TDOALFY
vOFRIL, BAHOLDICETRZMIED I LA TEHLEEIRTERY,
FHRIIBHLAADZ &, BIZBTELIZH LT, BRI ZRELTEDOLE
HWO2XELTLES, ZARBELOFTCHLRHRICBFINRTLEI>IOR, &
=T TARVRDTHD, ' , |

I\Y _
| H—FA vBREDLEIICLTEYFLEHVES LR hRENTIER
WS, A, BB oBOIELETE Y IO F) VOTREEE,
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How and where she first made acquaintance with him and his fiddling is not truly
knoWn, but the story was that it either began or was developed on one spring evening,
when, in passing through Lower Mellstock, she chanced to pause on the bridge hear
his house to rest herself, and languidly leaned over the parapet. Mop was standing on
his door-step, as was his custom, spinning the insidious thread of semi- émd
demi-semiquavers from the E string of his fiddle for the benefit of passers-by, and
laughing as the tears rolled down the cheeks of the little children hanging around him.
Car’line pretended to be engrossed with the rippling of the stream under the arches,
but in reality she was listenirig,' as he knew. Presently the aching of the heart seized
her simultaneously with a wild desire to glide airily in the mazes of an infinite dance.
To shake off the fascination she resolved to go on, although it would be necessary to
pass him as he played. On stealthily glancing ahead at the performer, she found to
her relief that his eyes were closed in abandonment to instrumentation, and she strode
on boldly. But when closer her step grew timid, her head convulsed itself more and
more accordantly with the time of the melody, till she very nearly danced along.
Gaining another glance at him when imrﬁediately opposite, she saw that one of his
eyes was open, quizzing her as he smiled at her emotional state. Her gait could not
~ divest itself of its compelled capers till she had gone a long way past the house; and
Car’line was unable to shake off the strange infatuation for hours. (168-9)

N, SloOHROBEBRTHELETERLE. BREEFOSZODOHRLE
CHDOTHD, JNIOFE, BOEbLICHDIEY 7OFEE, TOE®RTRRR
CHNMIBRBORBREBERPFZINTRBY, 4—F A4 VB, TOBOLTHEOE
BMOBLERVFTOXBETIZEIP NS Z L3, Ty 7RRITIEEHEOHF, B
HEEOHR~NAYVRAZZ L EE®RLTWVWS, TREHR ] (strange
infatuation) ¥ —F7 4 V2 XE LT DN, FREaHELZOLOFIZEA TN
LMD AFR T EBIRTE2ONEROE LT THD T, BEFEWD
BVNIEER. MINEORBEZE R LEL L0 EEDOBEREROEL S &
Wz 3759, ZZIEbBYVERRETS (RBBERN LWVWHEER LS
T, IBEROBEFRLLTORAFEFCEME, ZOWEBIZEETIAMEZLD
FFfE & DRz, —%EODH%F’:%O)H&?E%EE#’LTD\Z;O JIWXE/Z, HLEKRT, H
DHRALFORROWBCHY . bhbhHEEIX. WEORYICRRENE,
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MHE % EOWE) (geological “fault”) DA A —I2 X » T, BEfiokEL .,
RO FENRENCELIYEY, TOTEREVEBLTHD TV Z LiIcb b L
WoTENhAI, o o |

Ty TOEFE, TLTROBBRBA—FA /L2, I—F4 V1, D
XEADS EITAB, HBESL L, H—F4 ik, BEWEY a v 7 %21
TRERBICHS, Z2ICHB2S AT I XLORELRERS - L2
N, TOHEIZH, BOVFOSEIH T TYEY OBROBENICE XY,
(TN NR—=DFEXK 37| (a galvanic shock) &, 5 TC—ERFiO77
FroiafAvOEREEBIEDL LIRS TWSE, 1—=FA4 0, b
ANEHOELDO L ZAIIT->TB, RO L ZAIZIXKZNWATZD ] LEEILE
RoTHARELE, ikeEy 7L OEOBEVCEBRESICETI T LNTE
SR, TITHFEVFOEVOR, TN EZEXIIT 4 7 NI TEHOLART Z
BV T A IR T2 IFIC R o TV B TR E b, THAEICHED THRAICHE R
HERELTWS, | | |

The next evidences of his inﬂuénce over her were singular enough, and it would
require a neurologist to fully explain them. She would be sitting quietly, any evening
after dark, in the house of her father, the parish clerk, which stood in the middle. of
Stickleford village street, this being the highroad between Lower Mellstock and
Moreford, five miles eastward. Here, without a moment’s warning, and in the midst
of a general conversation between her father, sister, and the young man before alluded
to, who devotédly wooed her in ignorance of her infatuation, she would start from her
seat in the chimney-corner as if she had received a galvanic shock, and spring

~convulsively towards the ceiling; then she would burst into tears, and it was not till
some half-hour had passed that she grew calm as usual. - Her father, knowing her
hysterical tendencies, was always excessively anxious about this trait in his youngest
girl, and feared the attack to be a species of epileptic fit.. Not so her sister Julia.

Julia had found out what was the cause. At the moment before the jumping, only an
exceptionally sensitive ear situated in the chimney-nook could have caught from down
the flue the beat of a man’s footstep along the highway without. But it was in that
footfall, for which she had been waiting, that the origin of Car’line’s involuntary
springing lay. The pedestrian was Mop Ollamoor, as the girl well knew; but his
business.that way was not to visit her; he sought another woman whom he spoke of as

his Intended, and who lived at Moreford, two miles further on. On one, and only one,
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occasion did it happen that Car’line could not control her utterance; it was when her
sister alone chanced to be present. ‘O — O — O —!” she cfied. ‘He’s going to her, .
and not coming to me!” (169-70) |

. . -V

A —T A IZIZBEIZ Ned Hiperoft & WO FFEELBD, I—F A4 BTV S
IDEPRTWEZ ez, BROKY 2D T EEBIZLE LTS, &IT T4
BHifm H CxIR7EE Al (respectable mechanic, 170) C, £y 7D X D IR EE A
LZEHTERTHEBOLEESZLDTESZ LI RBTHARY, HDEK
T, ARy RRT 47 PITHOLVARIZEY VT 2R L, TN TH
HbDELT, By 7OEIRTIVARARNOETY ba—RNEELTWS,
ZORICHENTH—F A VIEBFIZE PR TNEDTH D, £y 7R, I—
SAUBFLHEEL, FHEBER T/ KUt —ADHEDOHRICRIT RO b
MHTHD, RIBRFOURTHY, Ty OXIRTIoxBye, 7U b
R—DERHREDOTHE "V,

Ty T OGFEEMDR Yy NI —FA4 VITHEBZEH-> TREEZRDD N, 1B
BEhd, BLORy FiZ, 28T, v FZ—AEHTITE, BEZEN
5 DIZHEIROF & OB~ b o TOL Y TEEEVET D, ZAR
Ay FUHB L &0, By 2ty 2 RGBT ML ELERT T
5T, ik, KEOENLDOFE, BRI Tr Y KU EVELDOTD
Do

The railway to South Wessex was in process of construction, but it was not as yet
opened for traffic; and Hipcroft reached the capital by a six days’ trudge on foot, as
many a better man had done before him. He was one of the last of the artisan class
who used that now extinct method of travel to the great centres of labour, so
customary then from time immemorial. (171)

%ﬁﬁﬁgﬁ%%ﬁﬂﬁéﬂ\ﬁ@ﬁ@ﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁ%%fﬁbtfﬁ%
F 2| (excursion tarin) 2SEITE N5, GLEMOEB VIIXHADER Y THH Y,
R ORI o TVHHIFIC, XADKNZOEEILL->TREI DD L

INNNEHEE (RO 775 R GER:ERAA, 1987 ) F 23 ERHE,
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LB, FRCBGEIE, €5 LEXHOEAL IR & BEAHR L ZEIHO
THH, e, BEEKRIZ, AEALZHESOOTHLHD, F v Flck > Tix
EE OB, BN LYo LA L ORRY EECH Z LIRS, FEME
LEREOHEELN TV SRy Fik. 1 —5A v bFREZITRS, &
‘%%ﬁWT‘Fﬁ%LT&Lw&miﬁﬁ®$ﬁg\*/FM%MLL&H<
RERERFANS S RLT D,

. He was having ‘a good think.” When he did answer it, there was a great deal of
sound reasoning mixed in with the unmistakable tenderness of his reply; but the
tenderness itself was sufficient to reveal that he was pleased with her straightforward
frankness; that the anchorage she had once obtained in his heart was renewable, if it

had not been continuously firm. (172-3)

[ O THRELBHEDLOFIZHE TV FRE #1212 TEX %] (the anchorage
she had once obtained in his heart was renewable) &\ 9 REIZH B, [Hiziz TX
%] (renewable) &\ 5 SENBULHTHFIEOBMOMBIZL>T, Xy FO
INETHLLORTWELABELREICH LTHI L, BELBBYZFD
ZEiTiB, Xy Fit, HLRIEELEE, BROFRTEEXD, 1—F4
VIEFEDOX Yy ROBREZZIT T, ©BT, Br=vtEy 7 AL CHBLILZEE
T, FROFEFIEICR-Tay FUcRoTL 5, EOFEFIEL, BEE
ﬁﬁ’%P’<@%ﬁ@kbﬂ\%%EL@%@EB&%%%M%K%ﬁfﬂ
VRO g —F = — @%f%

The ‘excursion-train’ — an absolutely new departure in the history of travel — -
was still a novelty on the Wessex line, and probably everywhere. Crowds of people
had flocked to all the stations on the way up to witness the unwonted sight of so long
a train’s passage, even where they did not take advantage of the opportunity it offered.
The seats for the humbler ’class of travellers in these early experiments in
steam-locorhotion, were open trucks, without any protection whatever from the wind
and rain; and damp weather having set in with the afternoon, the unfortunate occupants
of these vehicles were, on the train drawing up at the London terminus, found to be in
a pitiable condition from their long journey; blue-faced, stiff-necked, sneezing,
rain-beaten, chilled to thé marrow, many of the men being hatless; in fact, they
resembled people who had been out all night in an open boat on a rough sea, rather
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than inland excursionists for pleasure. The women had in some degree protected
themselves by turning up the skirts of their gowns over their heads, but as by this
arrangement they were additionally exposed about the hips, they were all more or less
in a sorry plight. * (174)
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“This means Mr. Mop Ollamoor, I reckon!” said Hipcroft, gazing palely at them
from the distance of the yard or two to which he had withdrawn with a start.

Car’line gasped. ‘But he’s been gone away for years!’ she supplicated. ‘And I
never had a young man before! And I was so onlucky to be catched the first time he
took advantage o’ me, though some of the girls down there go on like anything!’

Ned remained in silence, pondering. (175)

H—FA4 VIERTWSFEIZ, Ty FEOBEOEKRORETHY . X
NFELENTRY RKOBHL LIIR-TLBEWNWS Z EiEF, Xy FizxtL TN
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Thus, without any definite agreement to forgive her, he tacitly acquiesced in the
fate that Heaven had sent him; and on the day of their marriage ( which was' not quite
' so soon as he had expected it could be, on account of the time necessary for banns)
‘he took her to the Exhibition when they came back from church, as he had promised.
While standing near a large mirror in one of the courts devoted to furniture, Car’line
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started, for ‘in the glass appeared the reflection of a form exactly resembling Mop
Ollamoor’s — so exactly, that it seemed impossible to believe anybody but that artist
in person to be the original. On passing round the objects which hemmed. in Ned,
her, and the child from a direct view, no Mop was to be seen. Whether he were
really in London or not at that time was never known; and Car’line always stoutly
denied that her readiness to go and meet Ned in town arose from any rumour that Mop
“had also gone thither; which denial here was no reasonable ground for doubting.

(177)
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The woman and child pursued the well-remembered way comfortably enough,
though they were both becoming wearied. In the course of three miles they had

passed Heedless-William’s Pond, the familiar land-mark by Bloom’s End, and were

12 )**mirror’: 7. reflections of, ... memories: a. unconscious memories: mirrors often reflect things
or persons they reflected long ago;..”, Ad de Vries, Dictionary of Symbols and Imagery
(Amsterdam: North-Holland Publishing Company, 1981).



KD BNEEOEREG) | L ON( 3 VS| OBRE—tROBKERDT- 15

drawing near the Quiet Woman, a lone roadside hostel on the lower'vcrge of the
Egdon Heath, since and for many years-abolished. In stepping up towards it Car’line
heard more voices within than had formerly been customary at such an hour, and she
learned that an auction of fat stock had been held near the spot that afternoon. The
child would be the better for a rest as well as hers'elf, she thought, and she entered.

The guests and customers overflowed into the passage, and Car’line had no
sooner crossed the threshold than a man whom she remembered by sight came forward
with a glass and mug in his hands towards a friend leaning against the wall; but,
seeing her, very gallantly offered her a drink of the liquor, which was gin-and-beer
hot, pouring her out a tumblerful and saying, in a moment or two: ‘Surely, ’tis little
Car’line Aspent that was — down at Stickleford?’

She assented, and; though she did not exactly want thivs beverage, she drank 'it
since it was offered, and her entertainer begged her to come in further and sit down. .
Once within the room she found that all the persons present were seated close against

the walls, and there being a chair vacant she did the same. (178-9)
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She flung up the veil, and cast her eyes upon him, as if imploring him to
withdraw himself and his acoustic magnetism from the atmoéphere. Mop opened one
of his own orbs, as though for the first time, fixed it peeringly upon her, and smiling
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“dreamily, threw into his strains the reserve of expression which he could not afford to
waste on a big and noisy dance. Crowds of little chromatic subtleties, capable of
drawing tears from a statue, proceeded straightway from the ancient fiddle, as if it
were dying of the emotion which had been pent up within it ever since its banishment
from some Italian or German city where it first took shape and sound. There was that
in the look of Mop's one dark eye which said: “You cannot leave off, dear, whether
you would or no!” and it bred in her a paroxysm of desperation that defied him to tire
her down. ‘ '

She thus continued to dance alone, defiantly as she thought, but in truth slavishly
and abjectly, subject to every wave of the melody, and probed by the gimlet-like gaze
of her fascinator’s open eye; keeping up at the same time a feeble smile in his face, as
a feint to signify it was still her own pleasure which led her on. A derrified
embarrassment as to what she could say to him if she were to leave off, had its
unrecognized share in keeping her going. The child, who was beginning to be
distressed by the strange situation, came up and whimpered: ‘Stop, mother, stop, and
let’s go home!” as she seized Car’line’s hand.

Suddenly -Car’line sank staggering to the floor; and rolling over on her face,
prone she remained. Mop’s fiddle thereupon emitted an elfin shrick of" finality;
stepping quickly down from the nine-galloh beer-cask which had formed his rostrum,
he went to the little girl, who disconsolately bent over her mother. (182-3)
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‘He had rushed to the poker which lay on the hearth, and hastened down the
passage, the people following. Outside the house, on the other side of the highway, a
mass of dark heath-land rose sullenly upward to its ’not easily accessible interior, a
ravined plateau, whereon jutted into the sky, ét the distance of a couple of miles, the
fir-woods of Mistover backed by the Yalbury coppices — a place of Dantesque gloom
at this hour, which would have afforded secure hiding for a battery of artillery, much
less a man and a child.
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~ Some other men plunged thitherward with him, and more went along the road.
They were gone about twenty minutes altogether, returning without result to the inn.
Ned sat down in the settle, and clasped his forehead with his hands. -

‘Well — what a fool the man is, and hev been all these years, if he thinks the
child his, as a’ do seem to!’ they whispered. ‘And everybody else knowing
otherwise!’ ‘

‘No, I don’t think ’tis mine!’ cried Ned hoarsely,-as he looked up from his hands.
"~ ‘But she is mine, all the same! Ha’n’t I nussed her? Ha’n’t I fed her and teached
her? Ha’n’t I played wi’ her? O, little Carry — gone with that rogue — gone!’

“You ha’n’t lost your mis’ess, anyhow,’ they said to console him. She’s throwed
up the sperrits, and she is feeling better, and she’s more to ’ee than a child that isn’t
yours.’

‘She isn’t! She’s not so particular much to me, especially‘now she’s lost the
little maid! But Carry’s the whole world to me!’

‘Well, ver’ like you’ll find her to-morrow.’ ‘

‘Ah — but shall I? Yet he can’t hurt her — surely he can’t! Well — how’s
Car’line now? 1 am ready. Is the cart here?” (183-4)
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Then Ned, who had obtained ohly temporary employment in the neighborhood,
took a sudden hatred toward his native district, and a rumour reaching his ears through
the police that a somewhat similar man and child had been seen at a"fair near London,
he playing a violin, she dancing on stilts, a new interest in the capital took possession
‘of Hipcroft with an intensity which would scarcely allow him time to pack before

returning thither. He did not, however, find the lost one, though he made it the entire
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- business of his over-hours to stand about in by-streets in the hope of discovering her,
and: would start up in the night, saying, ‘That rascal’s torturing her to maintain him!”
To which his wife would answer peeviShly, ‘Don’t ’ee raft yourself so, Ned! You
prevent my getting a bit 0” rest! He won’t hurt her!” and fall asleep again. (185)
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