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Hardy’s The Well-Beloved and Tanizaki’s Chijin no Ai |
— From the Viewpoint of Platonic Idealism —

Takayoshi MIYAZAKI

Abstract

Both Thomas Hardy and Tanizaki Jun’ichiro were known to be
interested in Platonic Idealism at one time. Hardy’s unique novel, The
Well-Beloved, is a record of Jocelyn Pierston’s obsessive love of Avice
Caro: he seeks after his ‘Well—Beloved,’ an epitomized ideal of woman,
which incarnates in various women’s bodies. His firm conviction at the
age of twenty of the embodiment of his ‘Well-Beloved® in Avice the first
is carried over to Avice the second (Avice the first’s daughter) and then
Avice the third (Avice the first’s granddaughter) in his forties and in his
- sixties severally for long twenty years. His inclination strongly resembles
Joji’s infatuation with Naomi in Chijin no Ai from the viewpoint of
Platonic idealism. Joji’s intention is to bring up Naomi, a girl of fifteen
years old and waitress at a café, as an ideal lady with much
accomplishments. His intention is to put his ideal of woman into
- Naomi’s white beautiful body; her face and body look Western or
Eurasian. Against' his intention, Naomi turns to be merely a silly
enchantress. o
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In both cases the most interesting point is that photographs as the
record of the past and momentary aspects of faces and fractions of the real
faces and bodies work as apt means to conjure up their own ideal woman
in their mind. Pierston and Joji most tenaciously seek after their own
ideal woman through the incarnated media as Avice the second and the
thi‘rd, and Naomi. And also Tanizaki is known to be a dedicated
story-teller, establishing the first person narration in Chijin no Ai, which
literary method is compared with Hardy’s idea of tal¢ as a story-tel_ling art.

A new vista might be opened for appreciating each author’s literary
inclination by contrasting the works which show Platonic idealism.
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‘Not only was it published serially five years ago but it was sketched many years
before that date, when I was comparatively a young man, and interested in the
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Platonic Idea, which, considering its charm and its poetry, one could well wish to be
interested in always. . . . There is, of course, underlying the fantasy followed by
the visionary artist the truth that all men are pursuing a shadow, the Unattainable,
and I venture to hope that this may redeem the tragi-comedy from the charge of
frivolity. . . .> ¥

Once in a crowd a listener heard.a needy and illiterate woman saying of another
poor and haggard woman who had lost her little son years before: “You can see the
ghost of that child in her face even now.”

That speaker was one who, though she could probably neither read nor write, had
the true means toWards the “Science” of Fiction innate within her; a power of

observation informed by a living heart.”
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2) Hardy, F. E. The Life of Thomas Hardy 1840-1928. London and Basingstoke: Macmillan,
1975: 286. : -

3) Orel, Harold (ed.). “The Science of Fiction,” Thomas Hardy’s Personal Writings. London:
Macmillan, 1967: 138. '
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To his Well-Beloved he had always been faithful; but she had had many
embodiments. Each individuality known as Lucy, Jane, Flora, Evangeline, or
what-not, had been merely a transient condition of her. He did not recognize this
as an excuse or as a defence, but as a fact simply. - Essentially she was perhaps of
no tangible substance; a spirit, a dream, a frenzy, a conception, an aroma, an
epitomized sex, a light of the eye, a parting of the lips. God only knew what she

really was; Pierston did not. She was indescribable.”
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" 4) Hardy, Thomas. The World’s Classics, The Well-beloved. Oxford: OQUP, 1986: 16. LA, 5|
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5) <. .. to gef béck the lost unity. . . > Miller, J. Hillis. Fiction and Repetition: Seven English‘
- Novels. Oxford: Basil Blackwell, 1982: 167, “. .. the early oneness with the mother. . . ,
Fowles, John. ‘Hardy and the Hag,’ Thomas Hardy Afier Fifty Years, ed. by Butler, L. J.
London: Macmillan, 1981: 31. , |
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She archly weighed that remark without further speech. It was tantalizing
conduct in the face of his instinct to cherish her; especially when he regarded the
charm of her bending profile; the well-characterized though softly lined nose, the
round chin with, as it were, a second leap in its curve to the throat, and the sweep
of the eyelashes over the rosy cheek during the sedulously lowered glance. How
futilely he had laboured to express the character of that face in clay, and, while
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’catching it in substance, had yet lost something that was essential!  (121-122)
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The study of beauty was his only joy for years onward. In the streets he would
observe a face, or a fraction of a face, which seemed to express to a hair’s breadth
in mutable flesh what he was at that moment wishing to express in durable shape.
He would dodge and follow the owner like a detective; in omnibus, in cab, in
steam-boat, through crowds, into shops, churches, theatres, public-houses, and
slums—mostly, when at close quarters, to be disappointed for his pains. (50)
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. . . From the melancholy mass of papers, faded photographs, seals, diaries, withered
flowers, and such like, Jocelyn drew a little portrait, one taken on glass in the
primitive days of photography, and framed with tinsel in the commonest way.
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It was Avice Caro, as she had appeared during the summer month or two which
he had spent with her on the island twenty years before this time, her young lips
pursed up, her hands meekly folded. The effect of the glass was to lend to the
picture much of the softness characteristic of the original. (72)

... The flesh was absent altogether; it was love rarefied and refined to its highest
attar. He had felt nothing like it before. (73)

I TER] EWOREFLERVPBAG T, KOATT7HRLYEED
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... But it was in her full face that the vision of her mother was most apparent.
(94) |
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‘Febritary 23. A story must be exceptional enough 1o justify its telling. We
tale-tellers are all Ancient Mariners, and none of us is warranted in stopping
Wedding Guests (in other words, the hurrying public) unless he has something
more unusual to relate than the ordinary experience of every average man and
woman.

“The whole secret of fiction and the drama—in the constructional part—Ilies in the
adjustment of things unusual to things eternal and universal. The writer who
knows exactly how exceptional, and how non-exceptional, his events should be

213)

~ made, possesses the key to the art.
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12) TEEZ. [BEE— MewybeXs) MNREEKE, 1994%:194H,
13) Hardy, F. E. The Life, 252. : .
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14) “Human hearts are as prone to change as the leaves of the creepers on the wall,” Hardy,
Thomas. A Group of Noble Dames. London: Macmillan, 1972: 77.



14 ) : EoE B =

TOREY &, EiX, 20 [ OHANEITRVVESShEHATHS 2
LM oTwéo_ﬁWmﬁJ®&Ef&é OB T IPTEGE—+
efﬂi~+ﬂ_kbifj&ﬁ&%f%w<<6n6#\ﬁfﬁkw5$®
L EORBEL LT, B AEESETEEZBLET I 2E 20T, -0
%i\m0®$$&bf%@bfﬁﬁ TEDEMERLLTEY . A
- TH) OFESICHIIREZRE LT, NMEF TBEERZER] O L5 ICHEIR
HERIZHXBIZESHNTRLDOTH B,

VI
FTAIXBIBEOL EICREY . BRIEIHELDERD, KEREEDEL S DXE
HCHBT D, RIRE LTOAELR ) RAL L, ZOAEOREHLIIL (7
EyEW7 R x| Obs [BIE0R] Tiard. UFEOREE] 7075,
T A I LERIE, WODMIZH, A DOHEIZEDS X DIZRoTWS, LN
S OMBIE, BYRE LIV S THEEDRS - TRV,

Sy EIAIC. B bREBIZVWODREIIZS, BlxOBEICES LS 25T
WABDTTN, bidernd &, ;hﬁfﬁ @%fTLLO%Awﬁﬁm
MERLDOTHSD. KEVZLEBED I LR bR, —&, kiR
BT, EWHOHEZESRRY . ZOBICH DN F D ELOBEI b
THAWVWELE, ZHO5LTHYRLELEREEZ-TH, ZOo0HBIIEE SRR -
TRWARWDTLE, ZOMICKBRERAORELEFRMEE TS, %
D ZhiZF., BEicizoTWBRT, —FOENL—F~FICE, 22 %
BOHRTRThiERVE®A, (314—315H) |

IOORBATVWENSEZ ) OBBICIEETALERD S H, [HEH]
DEZELEHN, EEGICERRABCAGOBERELELRAL L, BRMIZ
LHEMICLRBEAD 2 L2 EBERTBET O, BEEOELEE, ZLT
ZOEBZICRTIRIEEY, EROMK, WiROEFRE VD, BEY BV ZEK
BB A LIk o TABEEBEDITMAR LR, X HITEMSE bR
ISR AR L TRERBEST7AL. BEOEHEREICLITRLED
BRY %, BERICKoCHEMITEZ EIcX ) —EOERMAEY DL EL
fimﬁ55oﬂ—¥4®%%%Lt§%afﬁﬁﬁ%u%wri%\ﬁﬁ



N—F4 0 EOB] /KO HAOE] —75 v XLhORED— 15

IZEoTHBR] LWIBERDHDIN Y, ELVEEZENE LTEEICEXED

HBRTWDEMIZE > T, EFICHTIREE2EN LT A 72012, EEIC
RKKBEZA-STERBEOEYL, NEOEF B -7EE R, DO EMNEHICL-
TEDLYVWLSEEDOE?, TRE] ZLitkoT, DBEDLY DL Z L 2EtT
RITHER LRV DOTHY, FORDITENBBALEBOFERN, HORE
ZHASTTHBIMRORVDTHA), BEENEETHDIILEOBRLZZIC
RKHHZ EnHFKD,

BB T AL, BBRLEBLITE-ST, B<MOLEXRORBTHY, RF
ELTOBBEREEZEDRNDL, BEELEHO X 55O F7272 )
DX BBV, ZOERBORENROBRNo TV AENSTLEODOHBEEZDHZ &
ﬁf%éo%n%%ﬁkbf\é%m\%%bwﬁhmiénéﬁkﬁwﬁﬁ\
FAIOERABEBTRENKDIEEL, TREVWAELEV LT
B0 LWHEHIORE., ZL TSRV OEREN, 5D OBORE
MR, EBEER-TVWEEWLD, BIRNZOEAOYELY TH4IF4S5EC
T=ZTREFZFRNIZRDET] tHOL<EEE, ZOFEEI, ikl
ICERBMEZBLETLELIZ, TOERENVOETHLSZ Y OMOIEREL &
2 TVBHZEERLTHNS, |

BED [HADE] WO 2L Mk TAHRB E, THAD] EWVWHRE
IZEoTEDELVHILON, BOT—FHRLOTHEILRRLLNS,
N=F 4D [BEOE] 125N TH, FOSEDZIFFOR ‘The Well-Beloved’
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15) “Love lives on propinquity, but dies of contact,” Hardy, F. E. The Life, 220.
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