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Acoustic Characteristics of Central Vowels in the Izumo Dialect

Ayako Yoshihiro; Shinsuke Kishie; Gen Ohyama

Abstract

In this paper, we analyzed vowels of the Izumo dialect in Shimane
prefecture on the basis of formant analysis. It has been well known that
vowels such as /i/and /e/, and, /i/ and /u/, are assimilated in almost all of
the [zumo dialect. Formant frequencies of /e/ of /eki/ in the Izumo dialect
is closer to those of /i/ than /e/ in Standard Jépanese. Also, formant
frequencies of /i/ of both /§i§i/and/sufi/in the Izumo dialect is closer to
those of /u/ than /i/ in Standard Japanese. In addition, the g'eneration gap is
not observed; a middle-aged group does not tend to distinguish /i/ from /e/
and /i/ from /u/ as well as an old-aged group.
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