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In the Case of ‘The History of The Hardcomes’
— Hankering for ‘a Congenial Channel” —

Takayoshi MIYAZAKI

Abstract

‘A Few Crusted Characters’ in Life's Little Ironies (1894) by Thomas Hardy
seems to pose a quite interesting question of narrative mode. This tale or a set of
tales contains nine episodes of long-departed people of the village of Longpuddle,
apparently adopting the narrative framework of Giovanni Boccaccio’s Decameron or
Geoffrey Chaucer’s The Canterbury Tales. The narrator of the whole tales recedes
into the background to depict time, place and people through a camera eye, while the
episodes of the peopie are told severally by each of the passengers of the carrier’s van
which starts from the White Hart Inn at a well-known market town to Longpuddle.
The main listener, Lackland, who has returned here after 35 years of absence, is to
assemble the fragmentary episodes of the Longpuddle people of the past into the
reconstructed image of the village in the old days. One of the most interesting
episode, or a tale, is “The History of the Hardcomes.” With the seemingly traditional
story-telling style and somewhat sensational ending, ‘the question of matrimonial
divergence, the immortal puzzle — given the man and woman, how to find a basis for
their sexual relation,” as Hardy puts it in the preface to The Woodlanders, seems to be
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presented to us readers with radically new aspects.
In this paper ‘The History of the Hardcomes’ is analyzed from the viewpoints of
the narrative mode and the theme of hankering for ‘a congenial channel,” as part of a

whole study of Life’s Little Ironies.

I

%W%WAEG/ém&mﬂuﬁsmmbmwsmww X, BHOEVE
TTONEFRICELEVENTOC THERAZE] (‘A Few Crusted Characters’,
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FAEONSRER] ICREIBELTARDLI BREERERLITH S,

A Set of Tales with some colloquial sketches entitled A Few Crusted Characters

ZITHELITWD ‘ale’ 12/ LTI, #FEY ) LWVWOREBSIDLMN
595, 14 &l [H o Z2X) —WiE] 1I2BT2 HFEY | 25, &iL
MOUNEDDOEDIZLoTREINDZEIZ THEED | (‘ale)DEFE>FAF I X
LADBEDLNEMN, FOHEZEBLE 19 HEON—F 412t ->TiX, 20 [y
BV OFER, NEEBOY 47 MY THENS 20 HALIIHT TOF
INRLDFERROLOIZR > TWEDTERWNWNLEEDLNLDTH D,

L2LBBEOA—T ¢ OEM, FICRFR/DIRICOVTHE, ZE—HLTEHA
DRFICLBEY LR LTERN, #flzi, bxd EZORHIcENME [¥
—NT 4 VRDT R ] (Tess of the d’Urbervilles, 1891)%°, [BEE Vo2 — K]
(Jude the Obscure, 1895) % RTdH, HFRELALLL] X TERAOEHN] ObH
ADERTERHEEBDLNDEBYVOFELERLT, ERRIFLIZZDOFIEETE

1)7 % A hi¥, Thomas Hardy, Wessex Edition, Life’s Little Ironies (London: Macmillan and
Co., Limited, 1912; New York: AMS Press, 1912) Z{H, AXHFDO5IBITT T ORRIZHK
%,
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ELTWRWDTHD, FRDLEESOER/IFONTRENEMDEY Fi
L5HDTH-T, [F—ANTANEDOTFTR] IZBWTIHEY FORERED
REBRBZ 2 b TOT ADEREILR>TRY, IbICZ0BICENNEIE
REVa— R IZBWTH, ZOEYFRRHOREII-ZLDT, Lhd
TOFE Y T THEEHE] (the chronicler)” L #i> T35, FE EDEY
DEMmNRIESRTH S [IEEFER] (Desperate Remedies, 1871) Tix, /N—F £ AV
IfFEEZEB L TW e Z B2 50, TONRERE, Pa—Y  ALF 4R
(George Meredith) DEIE 2 Zi% L T, YUERITO/NROFIEICHNZ v 2 RER
RO > TERTAHEBEBORBROF ETh-72 7, ThbbEhil, %
& LEEEOSHAED K O 12, BEOHRIICR-TOR F—) —BETh S, [3#E
FBR] OBRIZRINTWAEBRTOND L)1, B iALTbIVnE o4k
FEEORRBIZIR > TOBEEOH D F 21T, WEEN—F 4 PN O B LR LR
OHG L TWAETFRBENATEZED THDB, 2L T, D7 a ) RO
NI o TEREDED 71, HREO/NHOBAN RO L RALTENAH L, M
PEBIC L D REBEAOHEA LN EE 2L, BEL/ZTANRPSTVLOTY
HolehHdH,

MFES AT X, ZTOESEEOBEIRICRTLL )T, BYEL R
STWD, 725, »"—F 1%, TBRADEHN] LIFELFEEZHNTWS
LEzZLNS, TERAOEN] TiX, MBI FOFEENRL L5,

[EERANDE] Tik, HFALZOLBRRVALHBEEOHWE TIX, BV FOEE
DBFREIZZIN, WA I AT « 7T (camera eye) DEEER>TWVBEIDTH
Do

It is a Saturday afternoon of blue and yellow autumn-time, and the scene is the
High Street of a well-known market-town. A large carrier’s van stands in the
quadrangular fore-court of the White Hart Inn, upon the sides of its spacious tilt
being painted, in weather-beaten letters: ‘Burthen, Carrier to Longpuddle.” These
vans, so numerous hereabout, are a respectable, if somewhat lumbering, class of

conveyance, much resorted to by decent travellers not overstocked with money,

2) Thomas Hardy, The New Wessex Edition, Jude the Obscure (London: Macmillan, 1975) 407.
DIE, TEIRE | & VNSFEOERERTIWE— [FEFFB] (Desperate
Remedies, 187T1)} [ F =2 - ~"—F + FE—FHERL —EHoB8 2] GEx : FL4t,
2008), B,
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the better among them roughly corresponding to the old French diligences.

The present one is timed to leave the town at four in the afternoon precisely,
and it is now half-past three by the clock in the turret at the top of the street. In
a few seconds errand-boys from the shops begin to arrive with packages, which
they fling into the vehicle, and turn away whistling and care for the packages no
more. At twenty minutes to four an elderly woman places her basket upon the
shafts, slowly mounts, takes up a seat inside, and folds her hands and her lips.
She has secured her corner for the journey, though there is as yet no sign of a
horse being put in, nor of a carrier. At the three-quarters, two other women
arrive, in whom the first recognizes the postmistress of Upper Longpuddle and

the registrar’s wife, they recognizing her as the aged groceress of the same

village. At five minutes to the hour there approach Mr. Profitt, the schoolmaster,
in a soft felt hat, and Christopher Twink, the master-thatcher; and as_the hour
strikes there rapidly drop in the parish clerk and his wife, the seedsman and his

aged father, the registrar; also Mr. Day, the world-ignored local landscape-painter,
an elderly man who resides in his native place, and has never sold a picture
outside it, though his pretensiohs to art have been nobly supported by his
fellow-villagers, whose confidence in his genius has been as remarkable as the
outer neglect of it, leading them to buy his paintings so extensively ( at a price of
a few shillings each, it is true) that every dwellingv in the parish exhibits three or
four of those admired productions on its walls.

Burthen, the carrier, is by this time seen bustling round the vehicle; the horses

are put in, the proprietor arranges the reins and springs up into his seat as if he
were used to it — which he is. (189-90)

B 2R TREED it OB ED ZOERIZE, TOEAHRETHHEL MR
X5, BYFOFELBOTHFEIZILTWS, LT, LI IH@EITELdD
BDELITHETOKBEY | (the scene is the High Street of a well-known market-
town) TH B EDOHAMNDL, ZOFHDO—IZL > THELEAVEED &
EDOXHICHRBIZRENLTNS, —EOTHREMLTRLTWVWS X ST, BE
FrE T fiBiE, BeAHEOHML PEY) ORMEORELELL, B
ZE—2IZ YED ) OFlc@Ekshd, 2L T, GIAPZETRTRLEZKE
REFME TOFMOREL, IRBORX2 AT ) —OFBEEZELTVWLOD
ThHd, THILEAAT « TADFETHEHLRLON, KAMHEORFTHA
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The discussion was cut off by the appearance round the corner of the van of
rays from the curate’s spectacles, followed hastily by his face and a few white
whiskers, and the swinging tails of his long gaunt coat. Nobody reproached him,
seeing how he was reprdaching himself; and he entered breathlessly and took his
seat. (191)

ELE ez LV ORHBOXEITEER TRINTEY, UTOD
HEIELITRe—F—ra Dol dhTW3E, E6i2, BFHIICEET
X, BHENOOBREFOREIL, EZELOSHOER DI HIEER ORI
BB I TV 3, |

‘Is everybody here?’ he asks preparatorily over his shoulder to the passengers
within,

As those who were not there did not reply in the negative the muster was
assumed to be complete, and after a few hitches and hindrances the van with its
human freight was got under way. It jogged on at an easy pace till it reached the
bridge which formed the last outpost of the town. The carrier pulled up
suddenly.

‘Bless my soul!” he said, ‘I’ve forgot the curate!’

All who could do so gazed from the little back window of the van, but the
curate was not in sight.

‘Now [ wonder where that there man is?’ continued the carrier.

‘Poor man, he ought to have a living at his time of life.’

‘And he ought to be punctual,” said the carrier. (190)

ZOBERFNOEERGIOY VR ZIL, HEEZYFORL RS> TWDHGE
DEEFIZG & ANizf, BE~OHPITLELS L THRARbO LR -TND L
ZZTEINAS, EXENN—PF  (Burthen) N ETTA2EHEL, TAEEWSH
#] (human freight) Z ¥ CTHRT A h"—F - A (the White Hart Inn) % 13
L BHIHLICEIE T 503, ZFRLERWICR S NIZ % Iz 5 R OFRE O#E TR
Ik oz, BEOBEBZDOLOBREOERNLEHEZRL TVWIDOTH
P
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COBHEIL, RO AYNRFEEZRITIENPORERVAALTL S, ZOAPRY)
W &iza 7% Kov(Longpuddle) DA 2 HTIT- 725 v 7 5 F(Lackland)
ThHY, ZTOAYNRBEIIRVIAATHIHD, YEOREOEHEIZH > TBET
ZEBEONEIL, SBEBLFAAL ATV DEIICFOEMOER & ITHIZEE
Il T DTH B, |

Ty 77 RICRLT, BVEDLELEFEFZLELSBON—E D, Mbhd
FEILT v 2= vu IR UVEATHEEEO»SDTOERZLOE Y
— RRFRBRZEBIVEVWTYL, FALLIZE-T, 977 FROEAE, BH
FEORFMIZ L THBEOCHER LR D,

“You bain’t one of these parts, sir?" said the carrier. ‘I could tell that as far as
I could see ’ee.’

‘Yes, | am one of these parts,” said the stranger.

‘Oh? H’'m.

The silence which followed seemed to imply a doubt of the truth of the
new-comer’s assertion. ‘I was speaking of Upper Longpuddle more particular,’
continued the carrier hardily, ‘and I think I know most faces of that valley.’

‘I was born at Longpuddle, and nursed at Longpuddle, and my father and
grandfather before me,’ said the passenger quietly.

‘Why, to be sure,” said the aged groceress in the background, ‘it isn’t John
Lackland’s son — never — it can’t be he who went to foreign parts
five-and-thirty years ago with his wife and family? Yet — what do I hear?—
that’s his father’s voice!’

‘That’s the man,” replied the stranger. ‘John Lackland was my father, and 1
am John Lackland’s son. Five-and-thirty years égo, when I was a boy of eleven,
my parents emigrated across the seas, taking me and my sister with them.
Kytes’s boy Tony was the one who drove us and our belongings to Casterbridge
on the morning we left; and his was the last Longpuddle face I saw. We sailed
the same week across the ocean, and there we’ve been ever since, and there I’ve
left those 1 went with-all three.” (192-93)

%5, _%hlif&@%ﬁiéh@ﬁb%faﬁ\@J (that’s his father’s voice) & \»
SHMEBROLEANDOEEX, DHERTREHKEN, "—TFT 41&, VGO
B2 | (‘Science of Fiction,” 189D WT, EHMTXEOLEM, F2EL L
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BEAOBRIZCL R0t FDENRRZD EFE oo Y — REFEHWVIZHLT
w5, ‘

Once in a crowd a listener heard a needy and illiterate woman saying of
another poor and haggard woman who had lost her little son years before: “ You

can see the ghost of that child in her face even now.”
That speaker was one who, though she could probably neither read nor write,
had the true means towards the “Science” of Fiction innate within her; a power of

observation informed by a living heart. *

ZZIARINTVWS LI, BELVWOIETKEIAIENOLDERIZTL i
STFHEOELTRTWDN, TIIRRAF— v =X LCEHOLIERDEZF D
BATHND, TLREDELOBELEMELTHDTVSDTHSH, KD
fEoTWND D] (that) L WO EREARFE (5 THI (even now) &\ HEl
FENEREE L TREELEELAMEMELTWAOTHD, ZLTEZICED
LB OO0, NREWEORERIZDOTHSD,

[¥d, HDRITEOBRIADELSRWVWO] LW HEEBOREADSE
X, Fkic, BEHREBEOVLE2E LTHTFOROREERRLLDOTH S
B, FNETERLF—T 42X ALIZEDLAEHMOELF 2L RLTWS, FiliE
BEOWBEOV LSO L LTHREZBR THEZ ONTYL, ZOBEOHKIZ L -
T, HMALBIZE > TRITERDOD AR TH Y R SESOFINOEEZE LEED
ANERS>TLESTZED, ZOFHOFL LT, EHLRKZFOERIZBNTYH,
MATZLOERELWHIBEROTIZ#E ST H5DOTHD,

EXEEANA-E O TZodbkdd AL 2%\ 4] (You bain’t one of these parts,
S EVWIBEIZHD [ZD)] (these) LW O BERERFAEL, T£dH, bkl
DBREADELSZVD] 25 [HD] (that) &\ 5 EERRAT L2, &
S D] (his) EWOIFFBREAFDLR, ThENT v 7 7 FERALLE
OEORERELEHLHELTWER, Fv 7TV KOEE Wz, IIZ0b
D O A T3] (Yes, | am one of these parts) & V9 EBE, ®iZ [Z D] (these)
EWHIRZERTIHTREARGAL, IHICEONETHINEHATHLZ LIZX

4)Harold Orel, ed., “The Science of Fiction,” Thomas Hardy’s Personal Writings (London:
Macmillan, 1967) 138.
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S>TC, ZOBHEIZBELLT v I T RiX 35 FORBORLY ZHAATHA
HLOBRAEDEHHEOFIZHZ ANOND Z LIZR D,

Ty 27 F—FEREEHLIFILE>Tb O h=— "+ A (Tony
Kytes) IS E - T, » U F N RLDOROEEDANTZLDRTFH, EXE/N—
BUnLIEIEIVESN TS ZEiZRD, 29 LT, BESEHIZEET
AET, MEOCHEOEBIZHR > TEETL2HEEORNIMTIE, ZTORMHOEN
B EICEHS T, ZLT, BIYFRRLAIIZARLEBLESRBOE
WA 2RO L I, Ty 7T RiZéoThbiliz 35 FORRMZHEEHRL T
Aty b, HOREOERMIZOLESEDELDTH DS,

i

EEBONRN—PU2EOREORERLLNESD WEY | OF T, ERH
N RH LD X, ZOFIZEIATWD [F—AT 4 VE0OFR] 2 [H
faEYa— K] 28BRICETIERBICHKEVVIMELR->TWDS, EXEMNE
Bhm— AV D [HEDY | TRENEZEBHEFORIROBE IS XELN
TWEDTHBEN, PUiERLETHEHILTOARED, h=—- 1Y ORER
DNR—=F 4 THEEZRVEZ TH UV RAELTWD I BIZAFERRIZA-TLE
VW, ZOEEREADPEI GORIETHEB/BLTLEI LWVWIFETH D, [ & 7
AeB] I HRTWS HEY ] E, "—T4ICEEBLLERBRLOND
HKEICEDLI LD, BEBALOSERMNRLDL, ZHREKITE > TWDA,
ZRODOVTRLY MENESELHLAD, TOBR LRERBIC L > T
fbENB A E AR EORTHRECREOME] "THEZ LIZEDLY IR
W, 9 LIz G IEmEN— Kb ADEE) X, FOERIMBEXREE XL,
T E ] (crusted) THEEV | (tale) iz bbb —F 4 REGA L EHE
NRZTLSD5DOTHD, '

[BERBBNN— R LD 1L, ZORNCEZBAA—E ko TEIN T
RF MR = A Y] DEEENT, BELRYSDETVIREASE
ZC(the parish clerk) D7 7 7 2 b > (Flaxton)iZ X > TEOLND Z L1272 575,
F=— s A Y OREBRONN—FT 4 IZHE L TWEEDOFIZ, N— KT LDLE
RELZLHREBELTRY, ZONRN—FT 4 BEXoNTTEILYOEMBE-2 &
WHDThHB,

5)“. . . the question of matrimonial divergence, the immortal puzzle — given the man and woman,
how to find a basis for their sexual relation —. . . ,” Preface to The Woodlanders.
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‘And then he kissed her, and put the wagon to rights, and they mounted
together; and their banns were put up the very next Sunday. I was not able to go
to their wedding, but it was a rare party they had, by all account. Everybody in
Longpuddle was there, almost; you among the rest, I think, Mr. Flaxton?” The
speaker turned to the parish clerk.

‘I was,’” said Mr.Flaxton. °And that party was the cause of a very curious
change in some other people’s affairs; I mean in Steve Hardcome’s and his cousin
James’s.’

‘Ah! the Hardcomes,’ said the stranger. ‘How familiar that name is to me!
What of them?’

The clerk cleared his throat and began:—  (204)

ZZDOHRT, BOFTHAIEEBENN—Y L, b=— A VD HYFEY |
EREOSSDIBLT, BBRXONR—T S ITIIHBZZ ENTERN o LW -
TWa, #IZHONTOHLTES LWASA=FT 4 Tholzb LWWE, ASTIZHWE
N—=FT 4 DFEFEZIBRRDD, TONR—TAIIHBELTWEZREDVED THD
HXHASELICEEZELAT S, BROEVFLOLBHEY ZIEHICEY B
WTp &) THEZAZL] ILRARLNDZDO LD BRFIEE, N—F 4 0B—
BLTHELTWER2HOED 2& 2 NIEEICEKEN, EOBHTONMNS
Lo, TEEVF) THLIEREN—L U, 2NETETINOLIK, H
ODRFHDETVWDZLIZHLTORAZRALTNDIOTHD, LLF, Gl&EHE
WTELNABED THEMAVE] @ HFED | X, Z0O X1z, EYFEHR
HRAOHDBTWDIZLOBRAZAR L ETODEY Lig->TWT, EYOEK
FTHEI)FOMD ELTRRONDZERDHD, TR ZIZ, BOLNLDIAY
WZDOWTOANERDRFZFOZE Y — R, LROIZEARbOLR-TNA
DTHD,

F— 4 VOEILRIZE - T, EHII=—F 2DHEFIZL » THROBERIS
EINBIZESTZN, "—F 4 IZBALTEXE, £ LEBEBEIFILE T¥—
NRTANVEDTR] X [HREY 22— R RLIZRohB3ELWETOHE~D
TE, MOBEBREICKREIN TS, IKHEE, =V rDOHBELHO
BEETER, N"—=F 40O, PIEHNLIZF—BELEZ2MOEY FIT L DANEEIC
LbREBERIILTWVWBLEEZTEIVDTHAS, MOBEIZL-T, FEFIZ,
HOXLOIBRERTELEMOBY FOFELEDOLIAR->TL B, EMELV)
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AIRICHBEOL LT, EONDAABHIZONTH, BELALWEDLSIZ->TLE
Vo FHOLTZEREZZNIE, TxBy 7] O, ZOu L P RLOBRE
BAMIOEYFIC Lo THEHT LV C LB LT THE, BHIIRY
BOEIMALLLBENETNEDL DD AP ONTOZE Y — KX, #OAY
LD OBHoEABMBO AL LY b LMo TND EIENNNARRS,
RILVBBEDOHHHIRZ L DIZEE RN, L LR L ZOMF DERIZE > T,
o THERZACE] T, BEEHELZHEMEIELZ LICE>THEHLT
WD THD, 20 THERBARE] %2, FlzEY A LX - P 2 A A(James
Joyce) [# 7YV »#HR] (Dubliners) & (b X TH I, N—F 4 #, FEhhig—
ABRDFEVIZED THFEY ) OMFZERL, FOERTBEYEL L THEH
LTEEOw VI NVOMREHEEHZ S & LIRAIZ, ROBEROEERME
EEOZLENBTELZDOTH S,

m
EEBNA—B U OF 25 E MO CHEHEETE, BN ERICZDONR—T
AITHBELTW W) 2% THREY ] OFERMEE LTRIELARDDIED 4
DD,

‘Yes, Tony’s was the very best wedding-randy that ever I was at; and [’ve been
at a good many, as you may suppose,” — turning to the newly-arrived one —
‘having as a church-officer, the privilege to attend all christening, wedding, and
funeral parties — such being our Wessex custom.’

* *Twas on a frosty night in Christmas week, and among the folk invited were
the said Hardcomes o’ Climmerston — Steve and James — first cousins, both of
them small farmers, just entering into business on their own account. With them
came as a matter of course their intended wives, two young women of the
neighborhood, both very pretty and sprightly maidens, and numbers of friends
from Abbot’s-Cernel, and Weatherbury, and Mellstock, and I don’t know where
~ a regular houseful. (204)

HEHESETIE, KERHDONN— I LAEBR T AORRICHEEN TS E
ShziEIl, TEWVREFERITEBLTLE DERNLZOHR O EA
&, FLTERNREENEZ D25 Bk > ToOBEHOEE T, #LEMIz4
HOBREDEVFLER-T, BRBETZ 77 Rz, TLTEHIIED ALY
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TWBRALBICES, BROEYREFETEXILDOTHDZ L 2HWFAT L0
DX, ETHHESOENRZH LD TT 1] (I can seem to see “em now!,
20) E LEEEND EEIL, TOMELRIFC, BEZHRAEIIFIEHFEDLIZ L,
SEVREREVIFEIZE - T, HEOFIZBELZR YV AA TS, BEZH
EIZBEBETHORL L WVWS 2 &, 2E0T v 7 5 RRZOHeEER
THUORET 3 ETo 35 EMoEME, #EED ) OERICE>TWDITERE
ICBESETWADTHD, 29 LT #FEY | 1L DRELEEDOETLE
FxHEX, ZOBRMEIZE > THERMICREICNHEIND Z Liind, EVFL
LOEE, ThbbETRELTD YEEY | B, BIZR->TWVWAREILENE
NRF N TR DTH B,

HEXHEERTE, WEY OFEFEE2ESTDIC, BREWLREFLRDIR
— NEONOEH > CH AT (the curate) [IZEE &2 5 X BT, '

*“Of all things,” said Olive (Mrs. James Hardcome, that is), “I should like to
row in the bay! We could listen to the music from the water as well as from
here, and have the fun of rowing besides.”

““The very thing; so should I,” says Stephen, his tastes being always like hers.’

Here the clerk turned to the curate.

‘But you, sir, know the rest of the strange particulars of that strange evening of
their lives better than anybody else, having had much of it from their own lips,
which I had not; and perhaps you’ll oblige the gentleman?’

‘Certainly, if it is wished,” said the curate. And he took up the clerk’s tale:—

‘Stephen’s wife hated the sea, except from land, and couldn’t bear the thought
of going into a boat. James, too, disliked the water, and said that for his part he
would much sooner stay on and listen to the band in the seat they occupied,
though he did not wish to stand in his wife’s way if she desired a row. The end
of the discussion was that James and his cousin’s wife Emily agreed to remain
where they were sitting and enjoy the music, while they watched the other two
hire a boat just beneath, and take their water excursion of half an hour or so, till
they should choose to come back and join the sitters on the Esplanade, when they
would all start homeward together. (208-09)
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WL, VoA AR - A= RO ANLEEROLEL LT °, HRHLE
L EFRRIC, BEUMIC2HOBRRDOFEIFLR->TI v 7T REFEIIED
BOETWANALLIZEZDORD HiEY ] L LTED, £hid, BHEF LR
DEZCHBLELELRRLS, ThELREE L TRBEVOKEDEWCE
EFEVRBOORBBEELZEY, PR TEFEHAORMICHMT, £ THR—
REOE LizsTzY, T72bH AT £ —7 (Stephen) & 4 U —17 (Olive) & 73
DHETERINDEENIBDOTH B,

\Y
HOBTWBEZLIZOWTRAZAELTWHEVFEN, LrbskhDiE
FRYEOIWERLFEDN— FHLOFER, BUVFLEOLNLIUARZLOERMY
ZANTHEKREY, HXBSERL, ERABLLLBRELLENFS VA %L
TWEIBIINN— =B ANEXT, TOFTEERITRoTH-TWEZ E
EZDBIINTEHELTWER, X—T A OREBEIE TR TWEbiFtRlig

HFTCRFEo TS, '

“The later it got the more did each of the two cousins dance with the wrong
young girl, and the tighter did he hold her to his side as he whirled her round;
and, what was very remarkabie, neither seemed to mind what the other was doing.
The party began to draw towards its end, and I saw no more that night, being one
of the first to leave, on account of my morning’s business. But I learnt the rest
of it from those that knew.” (206)

BRoTWHDOATZENEAEWEZE WD, B FHERHLEBTLDOEEIL,
ZREDICEINEBTEREL =2 TV AZHEVRTWS, HHOEY OEFEME L2
BREL-ODH, M, ZTORBIZWEIZTHOHMAPOHENIEWIZE LT
FEEEEZHRIELTNDLIOTH S, ZRENY TR, HRskht LR
RO MNFBIZHOZENNTWINRIZ, BOOEVIZL-T, EHOERERE
DEVFLRBROBRIPFINDZDTH D, EBRIT =T 4 DBITWTEDRE

6)“. ... James Hardcome took Emily to wife in the course of a year and a half, and the
marriage proved in every respect a happy one. | (=the curate) solemnized the service,
Hardcome having told me, when he came to give notice of the proposed wedding, the story of his

first wife’s loss almost word for word as 1 have told it to you.” (215)
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REELERETHZL NI TEND, HAELS, —0 WEY | 2EMSH
SREDORELDL, TLTED WY 2HLRAHZEDOLIHE, [
X TWDIFEBIZITERLANRD, HHLEBICL s TRLELLEFD
BRELLOLEEFHEHLTWDEDOTH D,

‘Well, the two couples lived on for a year or two ordinarily enough, till the
time came when these young people began to grow a little less warm to their
respective spouses, as is the rule of married life; and the two cousins wondered
more and more in their hearts what had made ’em so mad at the last moment to
marry crosswise as they did, when they might have married straight, as was
planned by nature, and as they had fallen in love. ’Twas Tony’s party that had
done it, plain enough, and they half wished they had never gone there. James,
being a quiet, fireside, perusing man, felt at times a wide gap between himself
and Olive, his wife, who loved riding and driving and out-door jaunts to a degree;
while Steve, who was always knocking about hither and thither, had a very
domestic wife, who worked samplers, and made heanh-rugs, scarcely ever wished
to cross the threshold, and only drove out with him to please him.’

‘However, they said very little about this mismating to any of their
acquaintances, though sometimes Steve would look at James’s wife and sigh, and
James would look at Steve’s wife and do the same. Indeed, at last the two men
were frank enough towards each other not to mind mentioning it quietly to
themselves, in a long-faced, sorry-smiling, whimsical sort of way, and would
shake their heads together over their foolishness in upsetting a well-considered
choice on the strength of an hour’s fancy in the whirl and wildness of a dance.
Still, they were sensible and honest young fellows enough, and did their best to
make shift with their lot as they had arranged it, and not to repine at what could
not now be altered or mended.’

‘So things remained till one fine summer day they went for their yearly little
outing together, as they had made it their custom to do for a long while past.
This year they chose Budmouth-Regis as the place to spend their holiday in; and
off they went in their best clothes at nine o’clock in the morning.” (207-08)

SELERECHTHELZRIBLTEEBLAR D, REIZHEFIZNTS
BENPGED, TREVNVILOPHMEELHZDL > RHARBIBIINLTED
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TW5] (...as we all know, Heaven in its wisdom has ordained for such rash cases;
L OTEYIL, RESESTERRCED EWVWH ZET, TRERBENVRR
ATARBICEZBDTL 3, ZON— RKILAORELBIHOFEBAERE, T
ENESEIBELD, ZOLRELEBICL-oTHREENDIAREARED
MITRRBEOMEOBE 28HCEIVTENLETVWLENWEDLTEAH, £
DB FIZH D THE - 2EAE b (mismating) IZ X 2EM, T84
DB VREEEE LT LE->ARICRDTRERY, THRIZX > TEHESH
TW 7z (as was planned by nature) AEFE XN B REHFEZENIIRDOTND 4
A, ZOEBNRBWHIZERNREREZDZXLE5DTH DS,

4 NTA KRR - Y — Z2(Budmouth-Regis) IZHMNF B HIZBWT, F—
FNEO AR, EREoBENZ A LA XE T I Y (Emily), BUKR— MIE
DIANTIEART 4 =T AV =T, EFRIZOERBENDIREETTH-T
HMABEDLREIZRED, R—FIEoLAT 4 —T ) =T R E o IZHI
M o> T BFEEIRAMM@IL, bHAALSTZVOLHEZEY ST DK
BIT-oTWBNRKIZ, ST 0noh EIXRRDIFRFITLFOERNEA T
Iz eHBIIODMLTNS, EBIESETEVDOLFE, BEWZY oA LR LT
SYLABEBLTEINEZZ L E2EBEDE L LTH->TWS 2 EKIZ, #iX, @&
FEOL IR KMABSIBTIERWICLTS, MEENESEDIFLLD, £O
B LFEBICL > THALIN S A E A L DR THARBOHE ] OFEIZ
SHBEWHEELZ, BKELLIZIDITFRIBRLTNWSGLEZTINTSHA
Do

“‘Nothing had been heard of the couple there during this brief absence. In the
course of a few hours some young men testified to having seen such a man and
woman rowing in a frail hired craft, the head of the kept straight to sea; they had
sat looking in each other’s faces as if they were in a dream, with no
consciousness of what they were doing, or whither they were steering. It was
not till late that day that more tidings reached James’s ears. The boat had been
found drifting bottom upward a long way from land. In the evening the sea rose
somewhat, and a cry spread through the town that two bodies were cast ashore in

Lullwind Bay, several miles to the eastward. They were brought to Budmouth,

7)Thomas Hardy, ‘Barbara of the‘ House of Grebe’, 4 Group of Noble Dames (London:
Macmillan, 1972) 61.
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and inspection revealed them to be the missing pair. It was said that they had
been found tightly locked in each other’s arms, his lips upon hers, their features
still wrapt in the same calm and dream-like repose which had been observed in
their demeanour as they had glided along.”

‘Neither James nor Emily questioned the original motives of the unfortunate
man and woman in putting to sea. They were both above suspicion as to
intention. Whatever their mutual feelings might have led them on to, underhand
behaviour at starting was foreign to the nature of either. Conjecture pictured that
they might have fallen into tender reverie while gazing each into a pair of eyes
that had formerly flashed for him and her alone, and, unwilling to avow what
their mutual sentiments were, they had done no more than continue thus,
oblivious of time and space, till darkness suddenly overtook them far from land.
But nothing was truly known. It had been their destiny to die thus. The two
halves, intended by Nature to make the perfect whole, had failed in that result
during their lives, though “in their death they were not divided.” Their bodies
were brought home, and buried on one day. 1 remember that, on looking round
the churchyard while reading the service, I observed nearly all the parish at their
funeral.’

‘It was so, sir,” said the clerk. (214-15)

AT A=T o EeA)—=TLn, TLoMD ERAEWVWIELLBEAY, BAW R
DEZERGDOEILIEET, SVOZTORBFEEMIZEANI LETRLAEE
DEFIZ, BPTEEZRTVENDIICELENL LD 272 nH 2 & T
L7z] (It was said that they had been found tightly locked in each other’s arms, his
lips upon hers, their features still wrapt in the same calm and dream-like repose which
had been observed in their demeanour as they had glided along.) & iR~ 54X Bl i,
ZIZTH WS Z & Tl (It was said that. . ) EWIHEHOE T, FDIE
TR B EEEREHEL TS, LL, 20EMEVIH, —HOE
EEIZ K »T, MIKEREL, ZLTRAHZIEBHZHEEN, L A5E
NOULIZSTL ) ORTFEMBICHEHT I LIIRD Lo TINWEA D,

(2 MESEDIB LD, TOBELEEICL > THAEILIR D AME A
Ml & DIRTHIRECR X ORMRE] L LT, EYFTHLIKEMHIL, SiE0D
» T VDERIBRFHERICOVTERFDOWILZ 2R TNDN, ZORINE
DFETHOIHEAMOODRDTHLION, I LICFOERIZHDIEEDOHLDT
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HDHDONIZOVWTHEBROKMWBET D, PEBERLT, TRWRHERIZK
STRERE2ERIIRDIIIIRDIIICEHI TS > FEINEL
B, EEPICERERE LTEDANDY, [BickoT, ZONEARLES
D Z L ide o f® T3]l (The two halves, intended by Nature to make
the perfect whole, had failed in that result during their lives, though “in their death
they were not divided.”)&, BEDFIB 2R xRV OFEH LI L LiRFde R
RAMEIBOEEL, BERMSEZER L LD THDLELTIWVWZS D,
O HDOREEDFBINFE LA, [E£KOBEE ] (a congenial channel)” % o7 &,
FNTNOHFEELZBLADLELIRIHEFLRLRKD T IEIL, AMEAME
DOFEVfT & ORFLRBEOGEME RS Z LN TE S, MxEhiRhrolcRE
SHBMITKWRD2EBROERZPBD T LESTLSTEMDA vy VDT R
X, "—FARINETIHEH LB EFRETHL LTV 2, EOHE
FIIZMY BB R oS,

SHOBEOEY FEAL THEHINDITRADODERY 2 — FORIR,
FLFELOM TEEMICAMEINTENTEN -2 TL 58, HXHEESEFT
RO L OBV FENEIRDL L, BRIZWDEVF, EEDEVFL
EBOHEEF, SHIZRAHMELWVI LI, —HEOANFHIOX D 8EE
Nne, EONDADIIEBOEYFOT7 4N F—2B L TENPAVTIDHZ LI
5, BEILERS TV z—AXLIY LR LY T, HXHTRELLWL
EFoxI VR, ZORECHBEOLLTKBIZESOBEWLZILET DX, &
HEWKTIEYY FREFEMOMALEX TLVDND LR,

““How pretty they look moving on, don’t they?” said Emily to James (as I've
been assured).

““They both enjoy it equally. In everything their likings are the same.”

““That’s true,” said James.

““They would have made a handsome pair if they had married, said she.

8)The Old Testament, 2 Samuel, 1.23.

9)“Ella Marchmill, sitting down alone a few minutes later, thought with interested surprise of
Robert Trewe. Her own latter history will best explain that interest. Herself the only daughter of
a struggling man of letters, she had during the last year or two taken to writing poems, in an

endeavour to find a congenial channel in which to let flow her painfully embayed emotions, . . .”
(‘An Imaginative Woman’), THII%EH,
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““Yes, said he. “’Tis a pity we should have parted *em.”
*““Don’t talk of that, James,” said she. “For better or for worse we decided to
do as we did, and there’s an end of it.” (209-10)

WEIRD 20 X5 12ik-> X EWTWET] (as I've been assured) &9
HAD, BO EED ) OFBEEEZEAL TWD LRI, B LAZOM
OB LBRPBAVEBLIZEEZIIOONLTNDILEEZOLNDIDTHD,
DHRZLIZAT =T ) —T LR, BLBEWIWAZAWELERS
DEZEEFEREA TV WO HEDL, BHETHELEWIBYHIZ, £H5 LKk
Bl WiThEd, 205 Y ORITHICE, 19 HiEEWIEREE
ZAUT, S e LTIEBD THIBHEREN R DO THEZ L EEDRNWIEA D,
ZHLlezed, WO L) RHHNREY PENEETLILIZL > TH
BEROTWNWAEDTHD,

MEEEDER) ZRDOTRER MEENEIRIZIE L LD, FOLFLE
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