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Assistance of Sports for Persons with Developmental Disabilities
as Enhancement of their Socially Valued Means
Mitsuhiro SATO

Abstract: The purpose of this paper is to investigate changes of leisure abilities to the participants who
play sports for persons with developmental disabilities in Special Olympics Nippon/Tokushima (SONT).
The participants are called ‘athlete’ in SONT and acquire the new social roles in their group.
Wolfensberger (1994) suggested to the necessity of better services for socially devalued people. In order
to enhance to the socially values of persons with developmental disabilities, the following results are
obtained; 1) the coach/volunteer stand in a row to athletes, 2) athletes become to leamed the leisure skills
by communicating with the coach/volunteer, 3) the sport service in SONT should be used the
fundamental action unit (athlete-coach/volunteer) to promote their socially valued means.
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