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Manuscripts on Rent Theory by HIGASHIURA Syouji
: An Introduction and a Comment (part 1)

Shinnosuke TAMA

Laboratory of Agricultural Economics

SUMMARY

This paper will introduce some manuscripts on rent theory written by HIGASHIURA
Shoji. HIGASHIURA was an outstanding the most excellent agricultural economist and was
also a powerful agricultural association leader in pre-World War II Japan. But he died
Just after defeat the War leaving his manuscripts on rent theory in the hands of his
daughter, unpublished.

Studies on rent theory after WWII in Japan concentrated on the rent theory of K.
MARX. However, leading scholars returned to theory of A. RICARDO as the result of thier
study of MARX. The manuscripts of HIGASHIURA, on the contrary, focussed on the critics
of RICARDO’s theory, thus enabling HIGASHIURA to relativize RICARDO’s theory. That is the
reason why this paper is bringing the manuscripts of HIGASHIURA before the public eye a
half century after they were written.

This paper will introduce two chapters ; one on the rent theory of Richard Jhonse,
another on the rent theory of Henry Carey. The former criticized RICARDO’s rent theory
from a peasant rent point of view, and the latter criticized RICARDO from a dynamics point
of view.

Bull. Fac. Agric. Hirosaki Univ. No. 54 : 1—31, 1991.
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