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Abstract: This study examines issues regarding faculty development from the viewpoint of faculty members. A
total of 1721 faculty members from universities, junior colleges, and colleges of tfechnology in Shikoku were
administered a questionnaire about off-the-job training programs that they wanted to attend. The results are
summarized as follows. First, faculties share the same basic needs to study theories of learning regardless of their
affiliation, discipline, and position. Second, faculties expect to have opportunities for research development.
Junior faculty members particularly desire to improve their research skills. Third, faculties experience difficulties
in supporting students from different backgrounds. Teachers are concerned about the appropriate way to
guide graduate students, international students and students with learning difficulties. Finally, faculties disagree
on the kinds of teaching methods that are important in their academic disciplines. To resolve this, specialized
programs should be organized according to individual disciplines. Our research showed the need for faculty
members fo develop their feaching and research abilities. However, the definitions of FD should be expanded
further and the feasibility of structured training systems for individual faculties should be discussed.
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stage)
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