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Abstract 

This essay examines the role of the raven Moses and the solicitor Mr Whymper in 

George Orwell’s Animal Farm, focusing particularly on the change of animal language 

from mere bleating or grunting to the human language English. Moses is seen as 

representing the religious situation on the farm, with attention paid to the historical 

and mythological background of crows, rooks and ravens, birds that have been 

considered to be gloomy and sinister since Aesop.  There is mention of ravens’ 

remarkable ability to mimic human voice and how Poe’s “The Raven” and Grip in 

Dickens’ Barnaby Rudge influence Orwell’s characterization of Moses, who 

supposedly speaks English after coming back to the farm. Mr Whymper is viewed as 

an intermediary between the farm and the outside world, showing how Orwell avoided 

spoken language in order to suggest that human beings cannot possibly speak to 

animals. The impact of the description that some pigs, including the leader Napoleon, 

speak English, wear clothes and stand upright while holding a whip in their trotters is 

seen as the result that Whymper’s role is not merely in trading but also in concealing 

the pigs’ gradual transformation from beasts to humans. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

17



 
 

George Orwell 1903-1950
 Animal Farm 1945

A Fairy Story

 

Moses the raven
Mr Whymper
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1 
Jones

 
 

It was situated somewhere up in the sky, a little distance beyond the clouds, 
Moses said. In Sugarcandy Mountain it was Sunday seven days a week, clover 
was in season all the year round, and lump sugar and linseed cake grew on the 
hedges. 
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 “Moses 

                                                                    
1 

common raven raven   
123  

2 George Orwell, Animal Farm: A Fairy Story (London: Penguin Books, 2000), p. 12. 
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sprang off his perch and flapped after her, croaking loudly.” (13-14)
Napoleon

 
 

In the middle of the summer Moses the raven suddenly reappeared on the farm, 
after an absence of several years. He was quite unchanged, still did no work, and 
talked in the same strain as ever about Sugarcandy Mountain. (84) 
 

 
 

 

The Seven Commandments
“No animal shall drink alcohol.” (17) 

 “[E]very pig was now receiving a ration of a pint 
of beer daily, with half a gallon for Napoleon himself, which was always served to him 
in the Crown Derby soup tureen.” (83) 

“[Y]et 
they [the pigs] allowed him to remain on the farm, not working, with an allowance of a 
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gill of beer a day.” (85) 

 

24 150

 “Napoleon was now a mature boar of twenty-four stone.” (92)

Bernd Heinrich “In one sample of fifty-six ravens from 

western Maine that I studied in January-February 1986, body mass ranged from 1. 05 

to 1. 53 kilograms, averaging 1. 22 kilograms.” 

56 1. 22
3 

1200
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1. 2

125

125

16 125 7. 8125

 “crusts of bread soaked in beer” (12) 

                                                                    
3 Bernd Heinrich, Ravens in Winter (New York: Simon & Schuster Paperbacks, 1989), 
p. 20.  1995

23  
4  2004 74  
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‘Crow’  
‘Raven’  
 

A Crow became very jealous of a Raven, because the latter was regarded by men 
as a bird of omen which foretold the future, and was accordingly held in great 
respect by them. She was very anxious to get the same sort of reputation herself; 
and, one day, seeing some travellers approaching, she flew on to a branch of a 

                                                                    
5   2002 106  
6  1942 135  
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tree at the roadside and cawed as loud as she could.7  

  

Crow Raven

Raven

Crow

only make themselves ridiculous.” 

 

‘Who Killed Cock Robin?’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who’ll be the parson? 

I, said the Rook, 

With my little book, 

I’ll be the parson.8 

 

                                                                    
7 Aesop. Aesop’s Fables; a new translation iBooks. <https://itun.es/jp/Zr8CE.l> 
8  2007 17  iv (123)  
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9 

10 

raven crow rook

John Halas & Joy Batchelor

1954

11 

Animal Farm 1999

Boxer

12 

Edgar Allan Poe “The Raven” 1845

 ‘Nevermore’ 

                                                                    
9 50cm

rook  123  
10 ‘Who Killed Cock Robin?’ 

 

 2008 114  
11  
12 Animal Farm, dir. by John Stevenson (Hallmark Films, 1999)

Films Based 
on George Orwell Books ( N. p. : Hephaestus Books, [2011] )  
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“Like other 
corvids, ravens can mimic sounds from their environment, including human speech.” 

 ‘Common raven’ Wikipedia  ‘Raven’

Charles Dickens Barnaby Rudge 1841
Grip

I’m a devil!
Gordon Riots

Jeffrey Meyers  
 

Poe’s symbolic raven—which follows the Romantic tradition of Coleridge’s 
albatross, Shelley’s skylark and Keats’ nightingale—was influenced not only by 
Barrett’s “Lady Geraldine’s Courtship” but also by Grip, the raven, “the 
embodied spirit of evil,” in Dickens’ Barnaby Rudge (1841).13 

 

 

                                                                    
13 Jeffrey Meyers, Edgar Allan Poe: His Life and Legacy (New York: Charles 
Scribner’s Sons, 1992), p. 162. 
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Wikipedia

 
 

                                                                    
14 Jungle Crow Carrion Crow

 124

Wikipedia
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18 1938

19 

 

‘Premature Burial’ 

20 

                                                                    
15  2013 29  
16 Seton

Ernest T. Seton, Wild Animals I Have 
Known (New York: Scribner, 1898)  

2010  
17  ‘Nevermore’ 

“Ravenmania-Nevermore!” by inxcapable <https://youtu.be/rIX_6TBeph0>

 
18   

1995

 
19 Bernard Crick, George Orwell: A Life (London: Secker & Warburg, 1980), p. 248. 
20 Crick, p. 42. 
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Lewis Carroll

Alice’s Adventure in Wonderland 1865 Mad Hatter

 “Why is a raven like a 

writing-desk?” 22  Through the 
Looking-Glass 1871

crow “I wish the monstrous crow would come!” thought Alice . . . 

“It’s the crow!” Tweedle-dum cried out in a shrill voice of alarm; and the two brothers 

took to their heels and were out of sight in a moment.23 

 

 

Tweedledum and Tweedledee 

Agreed to have a battle 

For Tweedledum said Tweedledee 

Had spoiled his nice new rattle. 

Just then flew by a monstrous crow, 

As big as a tar-barrel, 

Which frightened both the heroes so, 

They quite forget their quarrel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                    
22 The Annotated Alice, ed. Martin Gardner (Penguin Books, 1965), p. 95.  
23 The Annotated Alice, p. 244. 
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 ‘the’ 

 
 

Dodo White 
Rabbit

an 
enormous puppy 25 

 

                                                                    
24  48  (114) xiii  
25 The Annotated Alice, p. 64. 
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Old Major

 

. . James 
M. Barrie Peter Pan in Kensington 
Gardens 1906 Solomon Caw

Peter Pan 26 

 

                                                                    
26 J. M. Barrie, Peter Pan: Peter and Wendy and Pan in Kensington Gardens (New 
York: Penguin Books, 2004). 

Caw

Arthur Rackham
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The Tralfamadorians had no voice boxes. They communicated telepathically. 
They were able to talk to Billy by means of a computer and a sort of electric 
organ which made very Earthling speech sound. 
   ‘Welcome aboard, Mr. Pilgrim,’ said the loudspeaker. ‘Any questions?’27 

 

 

28 
 

 
 

 

                                                                    
27 Kurt Vonnegut, Slaughterhouse 5 (London: Triad Grafton, 1979), p. 55. 
28  

1978 94  
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 “The cows lowed it, the dogs whined it, the sheep bleated it, the horses 
whinnied it, the ducks quacked it.” (9) 

 
 

 

 

 “A Mr Whymper, a 
solicitor living in Willingdon, had agreed to act as intermediary between Animal Farm 
and the outside world, and would visit the farm every Monday morning to receive his 
instructions.” (47) 

“[T]he 
sight of Napoleon, on all fours, delivering orders to Whymper, who stood on two legs, 
roused their pride . . .” (48) 
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“[A] few selected animals, mostly 
sheep, were instructed to remark casually in his hearing that rations had been 
increased.” (55) 

“Meanwhile, through the agency of Whymper, Napoleon 
was engaged in complicated negotiations with Frederick and Pilkington.” (69) 

 
“Three days later there was a terrible hullabaloo. Whymper, his face deadly pale, came 
racing up the path on his bicycle, flung it down in the yard and rushed straight into the 
farmhouse.” (73) 

29 

 

                                                                    
29 Mr Whymper

Whymper
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Frederick Pilkington

 
1999 Animal Farm

 

Jessie
Peter Ustinov Ian Holm

1954
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30 

Neil Sinyard

 

 

It does seem to me that the great screen adaptations are the ones that go for the 

spirit rather than the letter of the text; or exploit a unique affinity between the 

personalities of the original writer and the present film-maker; or use the camera 

to interpret and not simply illustrate the tale.31 

 

1999 Animal Farm

 

1954

Maurice Denham

32 

                                                                    
30 1999  
31 Neil Sinyard, Filming Literature: The Art of Screen Adaptation (London: Routledge, 

2013), p. x. 
32
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Animal Farm
Manor Farm

 
 

It did not seem strange to learn that the pigs had bought themselves a wireless set, 
were arranging to install a telephone, and had taken out subscriptions to John 
Bull, Tit-Bits and the Daily Mirror. It did not seem strange when Napoleon was 
seen strolling in the farmhouse garden . . . Napoleon himself appearing in a black 
coat, ratcatcher breeches and leather leggings . . . (98) 
 

 
 

“to install a telephone” 
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 “ALL ANIMALS 
ARE EQUAL BUT SOME ANIMALS ARE MORRE EQUAL THAN OTHERS.” 
(97) 

 

 ‘ratcatcher breeches’ 
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10

33 

 

34 

 
 

 
                                                                    
33 George Orwell, Animal Farm (London: Secker & Warburg, 1954), p. 92.

sinister
 

34  
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