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Setting of fees for robotic surgery for lung cancer not covered by insurance

Hiromitsu Takizawa", Shoji Sakiyama, Koichiro Kajiura", Atsushi Morishita", Mitsuhiro Tuboi",
Yasushi Nakagawa", Yukikiyo Kawakami", Mitsuteru Yoshida", Kazuya Kondo®, and Akira Tangoku"

U Department of Thoracic, Endocrine Surgery and Oncology, ¥ Department of Oncological Medical Services, Institute of Health

Bioscience, the University of Tokushima Graduate School, Tokushima, Japan

SUMMARY

In Japan, the only robot surgery covered by health insurance is prostatectomy. Robot sur-
gery for pulmonary cancer has not been approved as advanced health care, and hospitals are
required to set out-of-pocket fees for surgery on their own. We calculated the fee not covered by
insurance to be 1.28million yen, taking into account expenses for: (1) the use of medical equip-
ment, (2) maintenance, (3) labor costs, and (4) medical materials and drugs. Since the fees for
surgery plus hospitalization are actually incurred by patients, whether or not the hospitalization fee
should be included in out-of-pocket medical fees is decided by each health care institution. In any
case, it is necessary to provide patients with a summary of medical fees prior to surgery. Hospi-
tals are required to collect data on pulmonary robot surgical cases while operating the system with

medical fees incurred by individual patients.

Key words : lung cancer, robotic surgery, surgical fee





