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Abstract
This essay examines Lewis Padgett’s “Mimsy Were the Borogoves” and Robert Shaye’s
film adaptation The Last Mimzy. Both are inspired by Lewis Carroll’s Through the
Looking-Glass. In the original story by Carroll, ‘mimsy’ is one of the hard words in the
poem ‘Jabberwokky.’ In the film, the word is turned from an adjective into the proper
name of a stuffed bunny. It carries the DNA of a pure child Emma to the future and
saves the future generation that is going to become extinct. The spelling of ‘mimsy’ also

3

has been changed from ‘-sy’ to ‘-zy’ making a new word ‘Mimzy,” by which it is
indicated that it is no longer an adjective. Owing to these alterations the film is made
easier to understand for the public than the original short story by Padgett. Surprisingly,
Alice Liddell appears in the short story by Padgett as a true author of ‘Jabberwokky’
and we are informed about the circumstance of the creation of the Alice books. It seems
a very exciting hypothesis for enthusiastic Alice fans. On the other hand, Emma in the
film finds in the book a picture of Alice, who is holding a stuffed bunny almost identical
to the one that Emma always caresses. Alice in the film is one of the predecessors of the

savers of humankind. Thus, both the short story and the film depict Alice Liddell as an

important figure, though the theme and details of each work of art differs very much.
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3 Lewis Carroll, Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland and Through the Looking-Glass,
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“Exactly so. Well then, ‘mimsy’ is ‘flimsy and miserable’ (there’s another
portmanteau for you). And a ‘borogove’ is a thin shabby-looking bird with its

feathers sticking out all round —something like a live mop.”
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4 Lewis Carroll, 116. @& LZZ5R, 468-469 H,
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“‘Babies of course are not human—they are animals, and have a very ancient
and ramified culture, as cats have, and fishes [sic.], and even snakes; the same
in kind as these, but much more complicated and vivid, lower vertebrates. . . . In
short, babies have minds which work in terms and categories of their own which

cannot be translated into the terms and categories of the human mind.”” ¢
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¢ Lewis Padgett, “Mimsy Were the Borogoves” in Robert Silverberg ed. The Science
Fiction: Hall of Fame, Vol. 1, 1929-1964 (New York: Tom Doherty Associates, 1970)
196.
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10 Emily Midkiff, “The Alien Child” in Michael M. Levy & Farah Mendesohn, eds.
Aliens in Popular Culture (Santa Barbara: Greenwood, 2019), 16.
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JABBERWOCKY.

"Twas brillig, and the slithy toves
Did gyre and gimble in the wabe:
All mimsy were the borogoves,

And the mome raths outgrabe
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12 Lewis Carroll, 132. & LIZ5R, 333 H,
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