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URBAN REDEVELOPMENT OF SHRINES IN TOKYO AFTER 1990
-A Spatial Analysis of Shrines in Tokyo and an Oral History of the Development Process-

RO BT B R EY HF BT & W W
Toki IZUMIKA WA, Haruhiko GOTO, Shun YOSHIE

and Ryoya MORITA

The purpose of this project is to examine the transformation of shrines that have progressed with re-urbanization
and to discuss the issues of shrines at the turning point by clarifying the spatial change and development process
through a survey of shrines that have been developed under the initiative of the private sector in Tokyo ward area.
Through the research, it was clarified that the shrines have progressed due to the unique development, changes in visitors’ behavior, and

the creation of new value. On the contrary, the relationship between the various powers surrounding the shrine was found to be unbalanced.

Keywords: Shrine, Re-urbanization, Tokyo ward, Authenticity, Structure of Development
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Fig.3 Spatial types of shrines in Tokyo ward area
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Fig.4 Composition of shrines in Tokyo ward area
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Survey method

Managers of target shrines

Two-hour face-to-face
interviews with the
administrators (N=20) of the
shrines with permission to
be interviewed.

(1)Basic Information

(2)Changes in the spatial
form of shrines

(3)The reality of rituals

AEER

Survey ltems

AR Subject

REAE
Survey method

YU AEEME
AL HEE TAE A
e LT, DA, 5AERAT

& BUE D HIIX O HBH A,
SRR O 150m T O
PRI 351F HHTIX & Rk T

Zenrin Housing Map

A comparative survey of maps from 4 or
5 years ago to the present, starting
from the year when the building of the
relevant shrine was completed.

Street area and buildings in a

150cm square area around the shrine
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Survey ltems

shrines and interviewees (Chapt.3 and 4)

HAKIE$R Basic information EHEECT ) V) HE Manager | FHEET ) VT N R OEY &Mt & DBER ZTEDFF? Features
iz MIORE SEOME RTHE EEh SRE FRER Number of Relationship betieen buildings on the site and the shrine W ME RS
No. Name layout Approach  Completed Location Subject Years of service| Subject Visitors | %t Shaden £t Shrine office ZEFEHSAE Type of business |Priests Mikoshi StalIs
1 Toyoiwalnari Shrine Machinaka None 1995 Ginza, Chuo Clerk 2 3 Ground Type Integrated type Commercial facilities [Not in X
2 Narukoten Shrine Machinaka Outer 2014 Nishi-Shinjuku, Shinjukul Guji (‘= &) 30 8 Separate type Separate type Condominiums Permanent
3 Suga Shrine Machinaka OQuter 2014 Sugamachi, Shinjuku Gonnegi (HEMHEL) 19 5 Separate type Separate type Housing complex Permanent O
4 Fukutoku Shrine Machinaka Complete 2014 Nihonbashi-Muromachi, Chwo| Guji (‘= ®]) 14 5 Separate type Integrated type Complexes Permanent
5 Tenso Shrine Machinaka Complete 2016 Roppongi, Minato Guji (=W ) 14 4 Separate type Separate type Condominiums, Complexes |Permanent O
6 Hamacho Shrine Machikado None 2005 Nihonbashi-Hamacho, Chuo| Guji (=& ) 50 4 Separate type Integrated type Condominiums, Complexes [Not in X
7 Hibiya Shrine Machikado Complete 2009 Higashi-Shirbashi, Minato| Guji (& @) 35 4 Rooftop type Integrated type Offices Permanent
8 Suitengu Shrine Machikado Complete 2016 Nihonbashi-Kakigaracho, Chwo| Guji (E57]) 23 3 Rooftop type Integrated type Stores Permanent X
9 Kiji Shrine Machikamae Complete 1994 Higashi-Gotanda, Shinagawa| Guji (= &) 10 4 Separate type Integrated type Offices Permanent O
10 Hikawa Shrine Machikamae Complete 2002 Sengoku, Bunkyo Guji’'s wife 21 1 Separate type Separate type Housing complex Permanent O
11 Tnari Shrine Machikamae Complete 2005 Tkejiri, Setagaya |Guji(=wl) 21 3 Separate type Separate type Condominiums Permanent O
12 Akagi Shrine Machikamae Outer 2010 Akagi-Motomachi, Shinjuku| Guji (‘#5%]) 50 3 Separate type Integrated type Condominiums, Cafes |Permanent O
13 Kotohiragu Shrine Machikamae Complete 2004 Toranomon, Minato Negi (ffi'H) 31 4 Separate type Integrated type Offices Permanent X O
14 Koishikawadaijingu Machinami  Complete 1966 Koishikawa, Bunkyo Gonnegi (HERHE) 1 - Separate type Integrated type Kindergarten Permanent
15 Mitake Shrine Machinami  Complete 1980 Shibuya, Shibuya Clerk 1 - Rooftop type Integrated type Commercial facilities |Not in
16 Asahiinari Shrine Machinami None 1984 Ginza, Chuo Clerk 27 3 Rooftop type Integrated type Offices Not in X
17 Asahi Shrine Machinami  Complete 1993 Roppongi, Minato Negi (#i'H.) 15 3 Separate type Integrated type Offices Permanent
18 Matsushima Shrine Machinami None 1994 Nihombashi-Ningyocho, Chuwo| Guji (=& ) 13 3 Ground Type Integrated type Offices Permanent
19 Tsukudo Shrine Machinami  Complete 1994 Kudankita, Chiyoda Guji (Fw]) 37 5 Separate type Integrated type Offices Permanent
20 Kitayainari Shrine Machigiwa Complete 1997 Jinnan, Shibuya Guji(=w) 32 4 Rooftop type Integrated type Offices Permanent
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Fig.5 Summary of narrations about the change of shrines
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In Tokyo, sacred spaces such as shrines and temples are closely connected to places of daily life, and have built the
city as a whole. Many of these sacred spaces were spared from development even during the period of rapid economic
growth. However, under the pressure of re-urbanization, which has progressed along with the return of the population
to urban centers since 1990, shrines have finally been exposed to integrated development with the surrounding areas.
In the shrines exposed to development in Japan's major cities, the struggle between the old and the new that urban
planning has long been engaged in is taking place. However, the research field of urban planning has not paid much
attention to these realities, and in fact, as we will see later, each future vision is left to the judgment of each individual
who is exposed to development pressure. In response to the above background, this paper aims to clarify the history of
urban development and the spatial transformation of shrines through an survey and case studies of 795 shrines in the

Tokyo words area. In summary, the following 2 points were found.

1) Spatial types of shrines surviving in cities and their actual use

Through a comprehensive survey of shrines in the Tokyo words area, the spatial typology of surviving shrines in
Tokyo was determined based on the presence or absence of external approaches to the shrine grounds and the layout of
shrines in the districts. In particular, we focused on 20 shrines that had been the subject of private urban development,
and clarified their detailed spatial transformation and actual use. Many of the shrines were transformed by urban
development in the process of re-urbanization, and the buildings within the shrine grounds were completely
reconstructed and redesigned. The shrines in Tokyo were classified into five types according to their location in the
district: "Machinaka Shrine," "Machikado Shrine," "Machikamae Shrine," "Machinami Shrine," and "Machigiwa Shrine.

In this paper, we grasped their transformation and summarized as "secondary purposes, recinct segmentation,"
)

"popularity of worship," and "external development.

2) Urban development of shrines and the actors

From the narratives of the administrators of the target shrines, we reviewed the process of consensus building for
architectural design and layout planning, and clarified the relationship between the subjects surrounding the
development of shrines in modern ages. As a result, we found that development was organized into four categories
triggered by financial issues. The paper also showed that the opinions of the shrine parishioners were not properly
taken into account, that there was little proactive participation by the priests, and that the use of systems such as fixed-
term land leases and specific city blocks served as incentives for developers. In conclusion, the power of the people
associated with shrines has been disproportionate since the beginning of the 21 centuries. This paper showed that the
intervention of developers in the shrine parishioners' communities and the economic independence of Shinto priests
through profit-making projects for the purpose of maintaining and managing the shrine leads to a decline in the
influence of shrine parishioners and representatives, and causes problems in which shrine parishioners who should

succeed the shrine are unable to participate and become indifferent.
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