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Abstract

The quarries of marbles for the construction of the National Diet Building (Nagata-cho, Chiyodaku, Tokyo)
were identified in Tokushima Prefecture. The geological setting and microfossil age of the marbles were studied.
Seven brands, “Akebono”, “Kito-ishi”, “Hototogisu”, ‘“Kamo-sarasa”, “Awayuki”, “Kotajima™ and “Shin-
awayuki” were used in the House of Councilors and the Central part of the building. The “Akebono”, used for
the wall along the Councilor’s Second Stairway, is Silurian limestone from the Hiakari-yama lenticular body of
the Kurosegawa Tectonic Zone in the Koyama-daira area (Kisawa Village). The ‘“Kito-ishi” from the Misago-
yama area (Kisawa Village), used for the fireplace in the reception room of the Vice-president of the House of
Councilors, is the limestone and greenstone breccia intercalated in the Upper Carboniferous alternation of chert
and pelagic limestone in the Permian accretion terrene (Masaki Belt of the Kurosegawa Terrane). The
“Hototogisu”, used for the well-ornamented entrance gate of the Emperor’s room “Gokyujo”, is the Upper
Triassic dolimitic limestone in the Late Jurassic-earliest Cretaceous accretion mélange of the South Chichibu
Terrane (Tsunomine Subbelt) from the Arida area (Asebi-cho, Anan City). The “Kamo-sarasa”, used for the
inside wall of the central entrance of the building, is the Upper Triassic limestone with some green reticulation in
Late Jurassic-earliest Cretaceous accretion mélange of the South Chichibu Terrane (Tsunomine Subbelt) from the
Oji area (Kuwano-cho, Anan City). The “Awayuki”, used for the lower part of the wall along the square in front
of the Emperor’s room, and the lower part of the wall around the assembly hall of the House of Councilors,
presumed to be a kind of “Kamo-sarasa”, is proved to be the Upper Triassic Megalodon limestone with
hexacoral-bearing dark limestone blocks in the accretion mélange of the South Chichibu Terrane (Tsunomine
Subbelt) from the Kurogo area (Kamo-cho, Anan City). The “Kotajima”, used for the lower part of the wall
along the passage of the second floor, and the wall along the “Kisha Kaidan” stairway, is proved to be the Upper
Triassic limestone with reticulation of black cleavages in Late Jurassic-earliest Cretaceous accretion mélange of
the South Chichibu Terrane (Tsunomine Subbelt) from the Higashibun area (Tsunomine-cho, Anan City). The
“Shin-awayuki”, used for the mosaic on the floor of the Central Hall and the lower part of the wall along the
passage of the southern central part of the first floor, is the Upper Carboniferous limestone in Jurassic accretion
mélange of the South Chichibu Belt (Hosono Subbelt) from the Izeki area (Takarada-cho, Anan City).
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